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IDEALS AND DOUBTS
Oliver Wendell Holmes
Translated from English by Lasha Lursmanashvili*
Abstract

In his article “Ideals and Doubts”, Oliver Wendell Holmes subjects
the intricate relationship between ideals and doubts within the human
experience to careful scrutiny. The principles of scientific reasoning
and moral skepticism, which underscores the importance of empirical
evidence in understanding the world may be taken to signify an ideal,
but only in a limited sense. The doubts are the limitations of human
faculties inherent in Holmes’s methodology towards achieving an au-
thentic knowledge of the world and the law by implication. While, in-
herent complexities and unpredictability of human behavior, the falli-
bility of human reason and general human predicament that presum-
ably lie beyond the reach of scientific inquiry may catalyze these
doubts to unfold, they give birth to critical reflection leading to a deeper
and more nuanced investigation of our ideals. Doubts and ideals drive
human experience and one may only wonder what implications this
might have for our ever-growing legal and social institutions.

Key Words: Ideals, Doubts, Law, Knowledge, Limitations.
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