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Ketevan Meskhidze*

US-CANADA STANDOFF: POLITICAL GAME
WITH THE GREAT LAKES AS THE FIRST SHOT
AT THE BEGINNING OF A SILENT WAR

Abstract

Perhaps no one imagined that the greatest threat to Canada might come not
from missile strikes, but from pipelines; not from tanks, but from water. No drones
or armored vehicles crossed the border. What emerged was something subtler, and
perhaps more dangerous: an idea. Initially voiced as a provocation, even in jest, it
gradually took shape and acquired increasing political weight.

When Trump declared that Canada should become the 51t state of the United
States, the world laughed. Yet he continued to repeat the claim. What first appeared
to be the ravings of a single individual gradually assumed the character of state
strategy: war without a formal declaration of war. This is not a conventional conflict.
There have been no military offensives and no official declarations. What is unfolding
between the United States and Canada is something deeper and more unsettling: a
quiet dismantling of one of the most durable alliances in the Northern Hemisphere.
At its core lies competition over resources, for every empire eventually seeks what it
lacks. Few could have imagined that the target would be Canada — a country associ-
ated with forests, hockey, and peace, and long regarded as the United States’ most
reliable, stable, and predictable ally to the north.

This article examines the ongoing conflict between the United States and Cana-
da, which is becoming increasingly acute and politically consequential. It focuses on
disputes over water resources that may lead to ecological crisis. Particular emphasis
is placed on the United States’ projection of power and Canada’s response, includ-
ing political protest, diplomatic scandal, and the broader reality that, after decades
of restrained diplomacy, institutional peace, treaty-based relations, and faith in the
international order, Canada now finds itself confronting an existential threat.

Keywords: Canada, Freshwater, Great Lakes Agreement, Tariffs, Ecological Col-
lapse, Pipelines, Sovereignty.
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