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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Article history: This study investigates public perceptions of innovation and technology
Accepted: September 3, 2024 during economic hardships, with a focus on discussions on the social me-

Approved: December 15, 2024 dia platform Reddit. Utilizing advanced data mining and natural language
processing (NLP) techniques, this research analyzes Reddit posts to un-

Keywords: cover sentiment trends, thematic patterns, and levels of public engage-
Innovation, Technology, ment related to technology investments during economic downturns.
Investment, Perception. By methodically gathering and processing user-generated content, the

study aims to map out variations in public attitudes towards innovation
in response to economic shifts. The analysis employs sophisticated NLP
techniques, including sentiment analysis, topic modeling, and semantic
analysis, to interpret the rich and diverse discussions occurring on Reddit.

The findings reveal a predominantly positive sentiment towards technol-
ogy investments, with significant discussions centered around public per-
ception, technological strategies, and environmental impact. The study
also identifies key themes that dominate conversations at various stages
of economic movement, providing insights into the effectiveness of tech-
nological tools and products during challenging times.

This research not only contributes to the academic understanding of
public discourse on innovation and technology, but also offers valuable
insights for organizations, policymakers, and social media strategists
aiming to promote innovation amidst economic adversity. The study’s
detailed sentiment timeline and thematic analysis provide a comprehen-
sive overview of how public perceptions evolve in response to economic
conditions, offering practical implications for fostering technological ad-
vancements in difficult economic climates.
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Introduction

Today’s technologies are rapidly devel-
oping and evolving. How these innovations
are received by the public is an aspect that
needs to be considered. Examining the ways
in which innovations and technologies are
received by the public plays an effective role
in evaluating technological development, de-
termining the next step of development, and
organizing public policies (Moreno&Lujan,
1993). The public’s perspective on an inno-
vation or technological development may be
affected by a variety of reasons, among them
gender, economic, political, or environmen-
tal concerns.

There is a relationship between public
opinion and companies’ investment in inno-
vation (Zhang et al., 2018). It has been shown
that public reaction to environmental con-
cerns has a positive influence on construc-
tion companies’ decision-making processes
regarding green innovations (Wang et al.,
2022). In recent years, it has been observed
that encouragement for innovations has in-
creased in both developed and developing
economies based on public support (Rosario
etal., 2022).

Different analysis methods can be chosen
to investigate public opinions. One of these
is sentiment analysis. Sentiment analysis is
a natural language processing method that
allows the classification of sentiments based
on a written text, sentence, or a certain fea-
ture. Natural language processing is a com-
mon method used to understand people’s
ideas in different areas, such as finance, mar-
keting, and advertising. For this method, so-

cial media data is frequently preferred, both

because of the size of the data and because
it provides the most direct access to people’s
feelings and ideas. In this study, data was col-
lected from the Reddit social media platform.

While prior research has examined pub-
lic perceptions of innovation and technology
through surveys, interviews, and traditional
sentiment analysis methods, there is a paucity
of studies leveraging large-scale social media
data to analyze sentiment during economic
hardships. Moreover, the dynamic evolution
of public attitudes across different economic
cycles remains insufficiently explored, partic-
ularly within the context of online discourse.
This study aims to address these gaps by uti-
lizing Reddit — a platform that hosts diverse
and real-time discussions — to explore public
sentiment and identify thematic trends relat-
ed to technology investments during periods
of economic downturn.

The focus of the study is to examine peo-
ple’s perspectives on technology and inno-
vations according to economic change, and
examines public perceptions of innovation
and technology in the context of economic
hardships, with a particular focus on discus-
sions conducted on the social media platform
Reddit.

Literature Review

Innovation does not only mean creating a
new product or service, but also the need to
produce different strategies (Rosario et al.,
2022). Therefore, it can be said that innova-
tions are essential for companies to survive.
Studies suggest that during economic down-

turns, it is the innovative businesses that sur-
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vive (Ugaktirk et al., 2011). Lopez Fernandez
et al. (2018) conducted a study on this sub-
ject and examined the relationship between
innovation and business results in several
economic cycles. Using the economic-finan-
cial data of more than 900 manufacturing
companies in the Spanish automotive sector
for the period 2002-2014, the study found
that innovation had a positive influence on
the business results, depending on their size
and the economic period.

There are studies that investigate pub-
lic perception of innovations. The Technol-
ogy Acceptance Model (TAM), the Theory
of Planned Behavior (TPB) and the Unified
Theory of Acceptance and Use of Technology
(UTAUT) are the three theoretical approach-
es most often used to measure technology
acceptance, according to the literature (Gijon
et al., 2021). Gijon et al. (2021) developed a
model through surveys to examine the pub-
lic’s perspective on innovations from differ-
ent perspectives in Spain. One of the results
of the study revealed that the perception
of innovation is related to the level of edu-
cation, indicating that people with a higher
level of education have a better approach to
innovation. lrawan et al. (2023) conducted a
qualitative data analysis through application
comments to measure the public’s perspec-
tive on the Mobile National Health Insurance
(JKN) application used in Indonesia. The anal-
ysis concluded that the public’s general view
of the application was negative.

Since different problems are encountered,
such as high expense, risk, and low demand

for innovation (Pohulak-Zotedowska, 2016),

public opinion is used so as to ensure the ac-
ceptance and legitimacy of innovations. Le-
gitimacy is a principal concept, especially for
new technologies, because it is essential for
determining the necessary regulators, as well
as economic and material resources (Markard
et al., 2016). Dehler-Holland et al. (2022) con-
ducted a sentiment analysis on publications
from four different newspapers between 2009
and 2018, to investigate whether wind ener-
gy is still a legitimate energy source in Ger-
many, despite decreasing investments fol-
lowing lawsuits, and increasing backlash. As a
result, it was seen that even if wind energy is
still a legitimate energy source for Germany,
further political regulations are needed for
people, animals and the environment. Shen
et al. (2021) examined the public’s views on
innovations in different areas related to the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) via
Twitter*. In this study, which examined a
four-year period, it was seen that topics such
as sustainable agriculture, environmentally
friendly materials, and green energy were
frequently discussed, and there was general-
ly positive emotional content, whereas it was
seen that people expressed “negative” views
about agricultural innovations.

With the developing technology, coun-
tries have started to invest more in innova-
tions. In order to get the rewards of these
investments, it has become important to
measure the public’s perspective on inno-
vations and to identify innovation barriers.
In 2020, De Fuentes et al. studied two firms

from emerging economies, Mexico and Tur-

* Note: Twitter officially known as X since 2023.
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key, to investigate the factors affecting their
perception of innovation barriers. The firm
and context characteristics were found to be
important factors of the firms’ perception of
said barriers. By analyzing the overall market
sentiment, Dang and Xu (2018) showed that
financially constrained firms are more likely
to invest in R&D than unconstrained firms.
To investigate the impact of technological
innovations in a company on the reputation
of that company, Caviggioli et al. (2020) con-
ducted a study with Twitter data. According
to the public’s comments from Twitter about
five companies that switched to Bitcoin as a
payment method, the reputation of the com-
panies increased positively in a short time,
and more rapidly still with the innovations
made. There are studies where sentiment
analysis is used not only to learn the public’s
opinion about the innovation to be made, but
also to obtain innovation ideas. In their study
of online user reviews on Amazon, a shop-
ping application, Zhang et al. (2021) extract-
ed innovation ideas for products.

Natural language processing is an effec-
tive method that enables research on many
different topics, among them politics (Al-
Razgan et al., 2021), marketing (Wu et al.,
2024), sustainability (Cubukcu-Cerasi et al.,
2023), health (Park et al., 2024), and finance
(Todd et al., 2024). The public’s response to
innovations can be measured using textual
data. In this way, the reasons for their opin-
ions can be investigated, and the necessary
arrangements can be made to ensure the

permanence of innovations.

Methods

This study examines the public discourse
and sentiment surrounding innovation and
technology investments/products during pe-
riods of economic adversity. It employs topic
modeling and sentiment analysis method-
ologies, using natural language processing
(NLP) methods. The data was obtained from
Reddit, a platform where users often engage
in discussions on various subjects, such as
technology and economic circumstances.
Public chatter was efficiently analyzed using
data science methods to classify latent top-

ics and feelings.
Data Collection and Cleaning

Reddit is a popular social media network
that has around 57 million active users dai-
ly, as of 2023. It provides a vast amount of
user-generated content through multiple
subreddits that focus on different topics. In
this study, we primarily utilized Reddit as our
data source because of its large user popula-
tion and the wide range of viewpoints voiced
on the network. We gathered a grand total
of 5,329 posts from pertinent subreddits that
delve into topics of innovation, technology,
and economic circumstances.

The data was obtained through the utili-
zation of Apify, a tool designed for web scrap-
ing and data extraction. This platform facili-
tated the automated capture of Reddit posts
and comments. Apify’s technologies enabled
the extraction of pertinent threads, com-
ments, and related metadata. To adhere to

ethical research protocols, all personal data
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was anonymised to safeguard user privacy.
The data obtained was also streamlined to
encompass solely the essential information
pertinent to the study’s objectives.

Data Analysis

The analysis was conducted in three main
steps:

1.Word Frequency Analysis: To identi-
fy the most commonly discussed top-
ics, we first analyzed the frequency of
words and phrases within the collected
data. This step helped us understand
the public’s primary interests related to
innovation and technology during eco-
nomic hardships. A word cloud visuali-
zation was generated to present these
high-frequency terms intuitively, mak-
ing critical information easily accessible.

2.Topic Modeling: To uncover the latent
topics within the Reddit discussions, we
employed topic modeling techniques,
specifically Latent Dirichlet Allocation
(LDA). Topic modeling allowed us to
cluster related content, revealing the
associations among various subjects.
This approach was crucial in exploring
the breadth and depth of discussions,
providing insights into the multifaceted
nature of public discourse.

3.Sentiment Analysis: Finally, sentiment
analysis was performed to gauge the
emotional tendencies conveyed in the
text. By classifying sentiments as posi-
tive, neutral, or negative, we were able
to track emotional shifts in public per-
ception over time. This analysis helped
us to identify positive attitudes, con-
cerns, and potential issues related to in-
novation and technology in the context
of economic challenges.

Through this comprehensive approach,
we aimed to provide a detailed understand-
ing of how public sentiment and discourse on
innovation and technology evolve during pe-

riods of economic hardship.
Topic Modeling

All data analyses were conducted using
Python (version 3.10). For topic modeling, we
explored three well-established techniques
to identify and analyze the latent topics with-
in the Reddit posts:

e Latent Dirichlet Allocation (LDA): A
widely used probabilistic model that
discerns latent topics by assuming that
each document is a mixture of a small
number of topics, and that each word’s
presence is attributable to one of these
topics.

* Non-Negative
(NMF): This technique emphasizes the
relationship between documents and
topics by decomposing the term-docu-
ment matrix into two lower-dimension-
al matrices, representing documents
and topics. NMF is particularly effective
in revealing the underlying structure in
the data.

* Transformer-Based Models: These
models, especially BERT (Bidirectional
Encoder Representations from Trans-
formers), are renowned for their pro-
ficiency in understanding the intricate
semantics embedded within textual
data. They offer advanced capabilities
in capturing contextual relationships,
and are highly effective for complex
text analysis.

Matrix Factorization

For this study, LDA was selected as the
primary method due to its balance between
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interpretability and effectiveness in topic
extraction from large textual datasets, like
those sourced from Reddit. The topics iden-
tified through LDA provided a comprehen-
sive overview of the various discussions sur-
rounding innovation and technology in the
context of economic hardships.

In this study, we employed a hybrid ap-
proach combining VADER (Valence Aware
Dictionary and sEntiment Reasoner) and
TextBlob for sentiment classification.

* VADER is a rule-based model well-suit-
ed for social media text, known for its
accuracy in capturing sentiment inten-
sity.

* TextBlob provides a simple APl for com-
mon natural language processing tasks,
and its sentiment analysis tool relies on
a combination of rule-based and ma-
chine learning approaches.

By integrating the results of VADER and
TextBlob, we leveraged their respective
strengths to enhance the overall perfor-
mance of sentiment analysis. This combined
approach mitigated the individual biases of
each tool and provided a more robust and
adaptable sentiment analysis, especially in
handling the diverse language styles and
expressions present in Reddit posts. This
method allowed us to accurately capture the
emotional tone of discussions related to in-
novation and technology during economic

downturns.

Results
Word Frequency

In this section, word clouds and frequency
graphs provide initial insights into the diverse
perspectives of the general public on innova-
tion and technology investments during eco-
nomic hardships. The analysis includes a total
of 5,329 Reddit posts and comments, which
were meticulously collected and processed
to extract meaningful insights. Figure 1 dis-
plays the top 20 most common words from
these entries.

As shown in Figure 1, the public’s dis-
course around innovation and technology
during economic challenges is multifaceted.
Words such as “public,” “innovation,” and
“technology” reflect the central themes of
the discussions, indicating a strong focus on
the broader implications of technological
advancements. The frequent appearance of
terms like “economic,” “investments,” and
“hardships” highlights the contextual back-
ground of these discussions, emphasizing the
economic environment in which these con-
versations are taking place.

Moreover, the prominence of words such

” o

as “perception,” “study,” and “research” in-
dicates the public’s interest in understanding
and analyzing the impacts of innovation with-
in this context. The inclusion of words like

’

“collected,” “data,” and “analyzing” further
underscores the data-driven nature of these
discussions, suggesting that many contribu-
tors are focused on empirical evidence and

analytical approaches.
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public |
innovation |
technology |
economic
study f
investigates |
perception |
investments f
hardships f
focusing |
dataf
collected |
reddit |
analyzing f
posts|
comments f
research
aims |
identify |

key |

Words

FIG

like

“posts,” and “Reddit” reflect the source and

Additionally, words “comments,”
medium of the data, while terms like “iden-
tify,” “focusing,” and “aims” point to the ob-
jectives and goals within these discussions.
This varied vocabulary illustrates the com-
plexity of public opinion regarding innovation
and technology, particularly in challenging

economic times.

Topic Modeling

This section presents the emergent top-
ics and themes identified through topic mod-
eling, aiming to address the research ques-
tion: What are the emerging topics related
to innovation and technology investments

during economic hardships? The study com-

1000 1500 2000

Frequency
Fig. 1. Top 20 high Frequency Words for innovation and Technology Posts and Comments

10

bines qualitative and quantitative content
analysis to uncover and explore latent topics
and themes in the public discourse on Red-
dit. This approach is particularly valuable for
research in the field of social media analy-
sis, where understanding public sentiment
and discussion trends can provide critical
insights.

Latent Dirichlet Allocation (LDA) was em-
ployed as the primary quantitative method
for topic classification. LDA is effective in de-
termining the most optimal number of topics
by evaluating the perplexity scores, which
measure how well the model fits the data. As
shown in Figure 2, the perplexity versus the
number of topics curve is plotted to guide the

selection of the optimal number of topics.
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Generally, a lower perplexity score indi-
cates a more accurate model fit. The confu-
sion score achieves its minimum when the
number of topics is adjusted to 20 in this in-
vestigation. Nevertheless, it is crucial to ac-
knowledge that the lowest perplexity does
not consistently signify the optimal model
performance. Models that have a large num-
ber of subjects may suffer from overfitting,
which can result in excessive and non-con-
verging topic counts. Overfitting can lead to
excessive duplication, causing topics to lose
their distinctiveness and uniqueness. In or-
der to deal with these difficulties, it is often
necessary to rely on human judgment to es-
tablish the most suitable number of topics.

This manual examination follows two specific

—85¢F 6 7

=9.01

_95 F

-10.01

Perplexity Score

-10.5¢

—-11.0f

1 1 s

principles: (1) establishing strong consistency
among terms within each topic, and (2) up-
holding the quality of topics by eliminating
repetition, conflict, and providing compre-
hensive coverage of primary content. This
methodical technique aids in discerning the
most significant and unique subjects within
the data, resulting in a more lucid compre-
hension of public discussions around inno-
vation and technology during periods of eco-
nomic decline.

This study examines the categorization
of themes and the occurrence of high-fre-
quency words within each subject, with the
number of topics set at 8 (Table 1). Nev-
ertheless, the findings reveal certain con-

straints regarding the consistency and cal-

10

11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18

19

20

2.5 5.0 7.5

10.0 125 15.0 175 20.0

Number of Topics

Fig. 2. Perplexity vs. number of topics
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Table 1. Top words of eight topics

Topic |Representative words

1 innovation, technology, economic,
public, investments, perception,
study, hardships, data, analyze

2 sustainability, green, energy,
climate, solutions, future,
companies, sustainable, resources,
environment

3 challenges, barriers, risks, impact,
global, economic, uncertainty,
crisis, market, adaptation

4 development, growth,
opportunities, advancement,
research, trends, future, potential,
projects, initiatives

5 digital, transformation, strategy,

adoption, change, infrastructure,
systems, implementation, cloud,
tools

6 government, policy, regulation,
funding, support, initiatives,
incentives, economic, programs,
innovation

7 consumer, behavior, trends,
preferences, products, services,
market, adoption, influence,
decisions

8 technology, investments, innova-
tion, economic, public, perception,
hardships, challenges, analyze, data

iber of the topics. Throughout the many
topics, there is a clear absence of cohesive
themes, as the words seem disconnected
and less interconnected within each catego-

ry. The chosen phrases do not consistently

12

provide clear and significant subjects, which
could diminish the model’s ability to cap-
ture the fundamental structure of the data.
In order to tackle this issue, the study also
examined the quantity of subjects that corre-
sponded to the point where ambiguity signifi-
cantly decreased. It identified 7 topics that
were situated close to the inflection point of
the curve, which was deemed to be a more
ideal answer. Table 2 displays the distribution
of word frequencies within relevant subjects
when there are 7 topics. The highest-ranking
words in each topic demonstrate enhanced
coherence and topic quality, resulting in
more distinct and relevant themes.

Table 2 categorizes the top 10 words from
each of the 7 topics into three overarching
themes: Public Perception, Environmental
Impact, and Economic Challenges. The anal-
ysis of these seven topics reveals the breadth
of discussions on innovation and technolo-
gy investments during economic hardships
within the Reddit community. These discus-
sions encompass key areas, such as public
sentiment towards innovation, the impact
of sustainability and environmental consid-
erations, and the economic challenges and
opportunities associated with technological
advancements. The topics reflect the multi-
faceted nature of public discourse on these
issues, highlighting the diverse perspectives
and concerns that arise during periods of

economic difficulty.

Sentiment Analysis
For the purpose of addressing study ques-

tion 2, two sentiment analysis models, Vader
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Table 2. Top words of seven topics
and three themes

Topic | Representative Theme

words

1 innovation, technolo- | Public
gy, economic, invest- | Perception
ments, data, analyze,
public, perception,
challenges, hardships

2 sustainability, green, Environmen-
energy, climate, solu- | tal Impact
tions, companies, sus-
tainable, resources,
environment, future

3 challenges, barriers, Economic
risks, impact, uncer- Challenges
tainty, global, eco-
nomic, crisis, market,
adaptation

4 development, Economic
growth, opportuni- Opportuni-
ties, research, ad- ties
vancement, trends,
projects, initiatives,
potential, future

5 digital, transfor- Technolog-
mation, strategy, ical Strate-
adoption, systems, gies
infrastructure, imple-
mentation, change,
cloud, tools

6 government, policy, Policy and
regulation, funding, Regulation
support, incentives,
programs, initiatives,
economic, innovation

7 consumer, behavior, Consumer
trends, preferences, Behavior

market, products,
services, influence,
adoption, decisions

13

Negative

Neutral

Fig. 3. The weighting of the sentiment pie chart

and TextBlob, were utilized. These models
were allocated weights of 0.6 and 0.4, respec-
tively, to classify sentiment. The sentiment
analysis classified the emotional tone of the
5,329 Reddit posts into three unique catego-
ries: positive, neutral, and negative. Figure 3
illustrates the allocation of weights to these
sentiment groups. The data indicates that the
majority of Reddit users expressed a positive
attitude, with around 62.5% of the postings
conveying positive emotional subtleties. Con-
versely, approximately 11.47% of the posts
conveyed negative thoughts, whereas neu-
tral sentiments make up 25.8% of the overall
entries. The distribution of opinions suggests
that, despite the difficulties related to eco-
nomic struggles, the Reddit community large-
ly holds a positive view towards investing in

innovation and technology.
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Conclusion

In the midst of economic challenges, the
significance of allocating resources towards
innovation and technology has increased,
especially in terms of their capacity to influ-
ence public opinion and affect political choic-
es. This study investigates the viewpoints
of the general public regarding the use and
impacts of technology investments, during
economic downturns, through the applica-
tion of topic modeling and sentiment anal-
ysis. Unlike traditional survey methods, this
study employed an extensive data mining
technique, gathering data from Reddit posts
and comments. The system employed the
Latent Dirichlet Allocation (LDA) unsuper-
vised learning model to generate seven top-
ics. The implementation utilized a weighted
sentiment analysis technique that combines
the VADER and TextBlob algorithms to ana-
lyze the sentiment patterns in the postings.
The findings uncovered seven subjects of
public discussion on innovation and technol-
ogy investments, which are classified into
three overarching themes: public perception,
technological strategy, and environmental
impact. These findings indicate that the pub-
lic should thoroughly investigate the poten-
tial consequences of investing in technology,
as there are prospects for progress in areas
such as sustainability, digital transformation,
and policymaking. The broad deliberations
concerning technology initiatives demon-
strate a significant emphasis on how these
investments might propel digital transforma-
tion and augment operational efficiencies,

particularly in the face of economic difficul-

14

ties. Concurrently, conversations regarding
the effects on the environment emphasize
the increasing significance of sustainability
and environmentally friendly technologies in
public discussions.

Sentiment analysis shows that the gen-
eral public holds a predominantly positive
attitude towards technology investments
during economic hardships, with approxi-
mately 62.5% of posts conveying positive
sentiments. Neutral sentiments account
for 25.8%, while 11.7% of the posts express
negative views. This indicates broad opti-
mism towards the potential of technology to
mitigate the challenges posed by economic
downturns, although there remain concerns
and criticisms, particularly regarding the risks
and uncertainties associated with these in-
vestments.

For practical implications, this study of-
fers valuable insights into potential strate-
gies for policymakers, business leaders, and
technology developers. Companies and de-
velopers should prioritize the implementa-
tion of user-friendly technological solutions
that align with public sentiment. Given the
positive outlook towards technology, efforts
should be made to leverage this sentiment
in promoting further investments, particu-
larly in areas that are perceived as having a
significant impact, such as sustainability and
digital transformation. Additionally, policy-
makers should consider the public’s concerns
regarding environmental and economic im-
pacts when designing policies that encourage
technological innovation during economic

hardships.
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Users must comprehend the impact of
technology investments on their lives during
economic hardships, and acquire proficien-
cy in properly utilizing the evolving technol-
ogies. It is important for the general public
to carefully evaluate the benefits and draw-
backs of these expenditures, considering
their potential long-term effects on both the
economy and the environment. Prior study
has highlighted concerns regarding the ethi-
cal implications of technology, including the
possibility of employment displacement, data
privacy issues, and the “digital divide.” As
such, it is imperative for all parties involved
to actively participate in open discussions
concerning the ethical utilization and regula-
tions of technology, with the aim of fostering
openness, responsibility, and impartiality in
its implementation.

Although this study has made valuable
contributions, it is important to acknowl-
edge its limits. Initially, it is reliant on data
sourced exclusively from a single social me-
dia network, Reddit, wherein the user demo-
graphic may not accurately reflect the overall
population. This may restrict the applicabil-
ity of the results to other social media plat-
forms and wider public perspectives. Subse-
guent investigations should examine public
sentiments on various platforms, including
Twitter, Facebook, and LinkedlIn, in order to
provide a more thorough understanding of
public perspectives. Conducting comparative
assessments across several platforms would
provide a more comprehensive understand-

ing of how different demographic groups
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perceive technology investments during eco-
nomic difficulties.

Furthermore, the study is characterized by
its descriptive nature, and it is recommended
that future research focuses on carrying out
causal studies to investigate the effects of
technological investments on different sec-
tors of society. One such approach is to use
guantitative approaches, such as regression
analysis, to evaluate how public sentiment is
related to real economic results. In addition,
a longitudinal research approach might in-
vestigate the evolution of public perception
over time, specifically in relation to changes
to economic situations and technological im-
provements. This study fails to pinpoint the
exact regions where negative perceptions
are most prominent. A more comprehensive
gualitative content analysis could investigate
unfavorable posts and comments to reveal
distinct patterns and underlying anxieties.
This would enhance comprehension of the
constraints and hazards linked to technolog-
ical investments, directing further enhance-
ments and more focused interventions. This
study adds to the expanding information
base on how the public perceives technolo-
gy investments during economic difficulties,
providing significant insights for stakehold-
ers in several sectors. By acknowledging and
overcoming the constraints, and broadening
the range of future investigations, it is feasi-
ble to cultivate a more intricate comprehen-
sion of how technology might be utilized to
surmount economic obstacles and stimulate

sustainable progress.



ASLI KILIC, CEREN CUBUKCU CERASI, YAVUZ SELIM BALCIOGLU

VOL.5-NO.1(5)-2024

JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENT STUDIES (JDS)

References

Al-Razgan, M., Alrowily, A., Al-Matham, R. N., Al-
ghamdi, K. M., Shaabi, M., & Alssum, L. (2021).
Using diffusion of innovation theory and sen-
timent analysis to analyze attitudes toward
driving adoption by Saudi women. Technology
in Society, 65, 101558.

Caviggioli, F., Lamberti, L., Landoni, P., & Meola, P.
(2020). Technology adoption news and corpo-
rate reputation: Sentiment analysis about the
introduction of Bitcoin. Journal of Product &
Brand Management, 29(7), 877-897.

Cubukcu-Cerasi, C., Balcioglu, Y. S., Kilic, A., &
Huseynov, F. (2023). Embracing green choic-
es: Sentiment analysis of sustainable con-
sumption. The Eurasia Proceedings of Science
Technology Engineering and Mathematics, 23,
253-261.

Dang, T. V., & Xu, Z. (2018). Market sentiment and
innovation activities. Journal of Financial and
Quantitative Analysis, 53(3), 1135-1161.

De Fuentes, C., Santiago, F., & Temel, S. (2020).
Perception of innovation barriers by success-
ful and unsuccessful innovators in emerging
economies. The Journal of Technology Trans-
fer, 45(4), 1283-1307.

Dehler-Holland, J., Okoh, M., & Keles, D. (2022).
Assessing technology legitimacy with topic
models and sentiment analysis — The case of
wind power in Germany. Technological Fore-
casting and Social Change, 175, 121354.

Gijon, C. & Albarran Lozano, I. & Molina, J. M.
(2021). Perception of innovation in Spain. 23rd
Biennial Conference of the International Tele-
communications Society (ITS): Digital societies
and industrial transformations: Policies, mar-
kets, and technologies in a post-Covid world.

Irawan, B., Putri, T. K., Zulkifli, Z., & Akbar, P.
(2023). Public Perception Of Health Insurance
Technology-Based Innovation In Indonesia.
Jurnal Administrasi Publik (Public Administra-
tion Journal), 13(1), 31-40.

Lépez Fernandez, J. M., Somohano Rodriguez, F.
M., & Martinez Garcia, F. J. (2018). Effect of
the innovation on the profitability of micro
and SMEs in economic contexts of economic
recession and growth. Tec Empresarial, 12(1),
7-18.

Markard, J., Wirth, S., & Truffer, B. (2016). Institu-
tional dynamics and technology legitimacy — A
framework and a case study on biogas tech-
nology. Research Policy, 45(1), 330-344.

16

Moreno, L. & Lujan, J. (1993). The Social Study of
Technology: The Case for Public Perception
and Biotechnology.

Park, B., Jang, I. S., & Kwak, D. (2024). Sentiment
analysis of the COVID-19 vaccine percep-
tion. Health Informatics Journal, 30(1),
14604582241236131.

Pohulak-Zotedowska, E. (2016). Innovation in
Contemporary Economies. Oeconomia Co-
pernicana, 7(3), 451-466. DOI: http://dx.doi.
org/10.12775/0eC.2016.026

Rosario, C., Varum, C., & Botelho, A. (2022). Im-
pact of Public Support for Innovation on Com-
pany Performance: Review and Meta-Analysis.
Sustainability, 14(8), 4731.

Shen, C. W., Luong, T. H., & Pham, T. (2021). Ex-
ploration of social media opinions on inno-
vation for sustainable development goals by
topic modeling and sentiment analysis. In Re-
search and Innovation Forum 2020: Disruptive
Technologies in Times of Change, pp. 459-471.
Springer International Publishing.

Todd, A., Bowden, J., & Moshfeghi, Y. (2024). Text-
based sentiment analysis in finance: Synthesiz-
ing the existing literature and exploring future
directions. Intelligent Systems in Accounting,
Finance and Management, 31(1), e1549.

Ugaktiirk, A., Bekmezci, M., & Ucaktirk, T. (2011).
Prevailing during the periods of economical
crisis and recession through business model
innovation. Procedia-Social and Behavioral
Sciences, 24, 89-100.

Wang, B., Han, S., Ao, Y., Liao, F., Wang, T., &
Chen, Y. (2022). The impact of public opin-
ion pressure on construction company green
innovations: the mediating effect of leaders’
environmental intention and the moderating
effect of environmental regulation. Frontiers
in Psychology, 13, 936058.

Wu, S. J,, Chiang, R. D., & Chang, H. C. (2024).
Applying sentiment analysis in social web for
smart decision support marketing. Journal of
Ambient Intelligence and Humanized Comput-
ing, 15(3), 1927-1936.

Zhang, M., Fan, B., Zhang, N., Wang, W., & Fan,
W. (2021). Mining product innovation ideas
from online reviews. Information Processing &
Management, 58(1), 102389.

Zhang, W., Kang, L., Jiang, Q., & Pei, L. (2018). From
buzz to bucks: The impact of social media opin-
ions on the locus of innovation. Electronic Com-
merce Research and Applications, 30, 125-137.




JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENT STUDIES

VOL.5-NO.1(5)-2024
DOI: https://doi.org/10.52340/jds ISSN 2667-9922

Building a Sustainable Financial Future:
Exploring Georgia’s Path to Green Finance

Malkhaz Dzadzua*

ARTICLE INFO

Article history:

Accepted: September 10, 2024
Approved: December 15, 2024

Keywords:

Sustainability, Climate Change,
Sustainable Development, ESG,
Sustainable Finance.

1 Kutaisi University, Kutaisi, Georgia.

ABSTRACT

Sustainable finance is becoming a central issue and a critical driver of de-
cision-making for the majority of global investors and policymakers. By
taking environmental, social and governance (ESG) considerations into ac-
count, and integrating them into the corporate business strategy, financial
institutions are ensuring long-term investments in sustainable economics
and contributing to meaningful global change.

However, sustainable goals may conflict with other short-term econom-
ic objectives of the institution. Many green projects, such as renewable
energy infrastructure and eco-friendly buildings, require large upfront
investments, while cost of capital in developing countries is often much
higher than in advanced economies.

Other challenges, such as regulatory gaps, lack of direct incentives, need
for additional competencies and low awareness, also affect the sustain-
able finance market.

This paper analyses the evolution of sustainable finance over the past de-
cades, and examines the key challenges and prospects associated with
sustainable finance in developing countries, particularly in Georgia.

The paper also highlights some recommendations that may help address
the current challenges and improve the sustainable financial ecosystem
in Georgia.
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Introduction

This study aims to explore the challeng-
es and opportunities associated with sus-
tainable finance in Georgia, focusing on the
structural changes needed in financial sys-
tems and regulatory frameworks to support
sustainable investments.

Our planet is experiencing the escalating
adverse impacts of climate change. The ef-
fects of global warming are reflected in the
increasing frequency and severity of extreme
weather events, among them heat waves,
floods, droughts, storms, wildfires and hur-
ricanes.

According to the World Meteorological
Organization (WMOQ), 2023 broke every sin-
gle climate indicator and went down as the
warmest year on record. Global tempera-
tures have risen to 1.45°C, for the first time
dangerously close to the 1.5°C lower limit of
the Paris Agreement on climate change.

The greenhouse gas concentrations rea-
ched record high observed levels in 2022,
50% higher than pre-industrial levels. The
long lifetime of CO2 means temperatures
will continue to rise for many years to come
(WMO, 2023).

Despite these alarming developments,
the global financial resources allocated for
climate mitigation and adaptation remain
insufficient in comparison to the scale of the
challenge.

Since over half of global GDP has a high
or moderately high dependency on nature,
investing in nature-based solutions will not

only limit global warming, but also result in
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about USS$4 trillion in revenue for businesses
and over 100 million new jobs each year by
2030 (UNEP, 2021).

The investments needed to address cur-
rent sustainability challenges are twofold:
they must both “finance the green” (i.e. in-
vest in environmentally friendly solutions)
and “green the finance” through reorienting
the financial system.

This transition is crucial for the financial
industry, as climate change poses risks to
both the financial system and the broader
economy. A shift towards a low-carbon econ-
omy is necessary and inevitable, though it
has only just begun (IFC, 2023).

It is clear that without sustainable fi-
nance, there will be no sustainable devel-
opment. Reorienting private capital towards
more sustainable investments would require
structural changes being made to both the
existing financial systems and to the regula-

tory framework.

Methodology

This study utilizes a quantitative approach,
relying on data from secondary sources, such
as annual reports, research articles, confer-
ence proceedings and industry analyses.

The main sources of data used in the
study are official statistical data of the Na-
tional Bank of Georgia, and data from the an-

nual reports of commercial banks in Georgia.

The Evolution of Sustainable Finance

Sustainability has been defined in a vari-

ety of ways over the past decades. The most
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frequently cited definition was created by the
UN Brundtland Commission in 1987, defining
sustainability as “meeting the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs”.

The global movement towards sustain-
able finance took a significant step forward in
1972 with the UN Conference on the Human
Environment in Stockholm, which highlight-
ed the interconnectedness of environmental,
economic, and social issues and led to the
creation of the UN Environment Programme.

Later, in 1997, the United Nations En-
vironment Programme (UNEP) launched a
Finance Initiative to promote sustainable
investments in the financial industry and to
help the sector reduce its negative impact on
the environment.

UNEP Fl supports financial institutions
to develop practical approaches to setting
and achieving green targets in areas such as
greenhouse gas emissions, green finance,
sustainable production and consumption,
and financial inclusion to address inequality.
It was the first global organization to engage
the financial sector in sustainability issues
and develop the principles of responsible in-
vestment.

Today, more than 500 global banks, inves-
tors and insurance companies, with assets of
over USS 170 trillion, are implementing UNEP
FI’s Principles for Responsible Banking, and
Principles for Sustainable Insurance, to de-
liver more sustainable economies worldwide
(UNEP Finance Initiative, 2024).

In 2015, the United Nations adopted the

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as a
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universal call to action to end poverty, pro-
tect the planet, and ensure peace and pros-
perity for all people.

The 17 SDGs have been adopted by all
United Nations Member States. There are
169 sub-goals and targets to be achieved by
2030 or earlier. The goals and targets are uni-
versal, meaning that they apply to all coun-
tries. The 17 SDGs highlight the connections
between the environmental, social and eco-
nomic aspects of sustainable development.
They are integrated and recognize that ac-
tions in one area affects outcomes in others,
and that development must balance social,
economic and environmental sustainability.

The SDG Progress Report published by
the UN Economic and Social Council in 2024
demonstrates that the world is unfortunate-
ly far behind schedule in achieving its 2030
agenda. Of the 135 targets, only 17% are pro-
gressing as expected so as to be implement-
ed by 2030; almost half of the targets (48%)
show moderate or severe deviations from
the desired trajectory; 18% of the targets
have stalled; and 17% have even regressed
below the 2015 baseline.

According to the World Economic Fo-
rum, the risks related to the environment
continue to dominate the risk landscape for
the short- and long-term periods. Based on
the findings of the Global Risks Report 2024,
five environmental-related risks (extreme
weather events, critical change to Earth sys-
tems, biodiversity loss and ecosystem col-
lapse, natural resource shortages, and pollu-
tion) were included in the top ten risks that

are most likely to cause a significant global
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crisis over the next 10 years (World Econom-
ic Forum, 2024).

In parallel, we see increasing pressure
from multiple stakeholders (customers,
employees, governments) on financial in-
stitutions to take environmental, social and
governance (ESG) factors into account when
implementing business strategies and mak-

ing financial decisions.

The Global Sustainable Finance Landscape

Sustainable finance encompasses finan-
cial activities contributing to sustainable de-
velopment, which includes environmental,
social, governance and economic character-
istics.

According to the European Commission,
sustainable finance refers to the process
of incorporating environmental, social and
governance (ESG) considerations into invest-
ment decisions in the financial sector, result-
ing in long-term investments in sustainable
economic activities and projects.

Environmental considerations may in-
clude climate change mitigation and adap-
tation, as well as wider environment issues,
such as biodiversity conservation, pollution
prevention, and the circular economy (Euro-
pean Commission, 2024).

In the context of the EU policy, sustain-
able finance is understood as finance to sup-
port economic growth, while reducing pres-
sures on the environment, so as to reach the
climate objectives of the European Green
Deal, taking into account social and gover-

nance aspects.
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According to the United Nations, green
finance is “environment-oriented financial
products or services, such as mortgages,
loans, insurances or bonds, which recog-
nize the value of the environment and its
natural capital, and seek to improve human
well-being and social equity while reducing
environmental risks and improving ecologi-
cal integrity”.

Climate finance, as support provided to
developing countries, increased at a com-
pound rate of 5% from 2015 to 2020, reach-
ing USS 41 billion. While there are a number
of estimates and no agreed methodology to
account for the USS 100 billion per year tar-
get, this target has not yet been reached (UN
Economic and Social Council, 2024).

In 2023, the overall global sustainable
finance market reached USS 5.4 trillion. It is
expected to grow at around 22% per annum
over the next decade, according to the Sus-
tainable Finance Market Report by Global
Market Insights.

Growing awareness of environmental and
social issues has become a significant driver
in the evolution of sustainable finance mar-
kets. Investors are placing greater emphasis
on ESG criteria in their decision-making pro-
cesses. This shift is driven by the understand-
ing that companies with strong ESG practices
tend to exhibit better long-term financial per-
formance and greater resilience.

As a result, there has been a notable in-
crease in the demand for ESG-focused invest-
ment funds which cater to investors seeking
both finance returns and positive societal im-
pact (Global Market Insights, 2024).



MALKHAZ DZADZUA
VOL.5-NO.1(5)-2024

JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENT STUDIES (JDS)

Figure 1 below shows the sustainable fi-
nance market dynamic from 2021 to 2023.
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Fig. 1. Global sustainable finance market
growth by region, 2021-2023 (USD/billion)
Source: Global Market Insights, 2024.

Although all regions are demonstrating
growth dynamics from year to year, the glob-
al sustainable finance market is dominated
by Europe, with a share of 39%, followed by
North America (27%) and Asia Pacific (21%).

As expected, the majority of developing
and least developed regions (Latin America,
Middle East & Africa) accounted for a critical-
ly small market share (13%), illustrating the
significant gap between the demand for sus-
tainable finance and the available supply.

According to the study conducted by
McKinsey, to get emissions to net zero, USS
275 trillion would need to be spent on phys-
ical assets by 2050. That is about USS 9.2
trillion per year, or about 30% more than the
USS 5.7 trillion allocated today. These huge
funding requirements present financial in-
stitutions with a significant investment op-
portunity in sustainable finance (McKinsey &
Company, 2023).

McKinsey estimates that of the trillions
of dollars needed to finance the green tran-
sition, about one-third (USS 2.8 trillion)
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would go towards legacy obligations to sup-
port critical high-emission assets that cannot
be completely phased out. The remaining
two-thirds (USS 6.4 trillion) would go to new
green technologies, low-emission green as-
sets, or assets transitioning to be less car-
bon-intensive.

Based on McKinsey’s findings, significant
investments in the near term will be need-
ed in clean energy to power electric vehicles
and decarbonize buildings. Approximately
USS 170 trillion is projected to be invested in
low-emission assets across three sectors: 1)
electric vehicles and infrastructure (USS 67
trillion); 2) the power sector (USS 57 trillion);
3) the building sector (USS 46 trillion).

Characteristics of Sustainable Finance in
Georgia

According to the ND-GAIN Country Index,
which measures a country’s vulnerability to
climate change and other global challenges,
Georgia ranks 109" in terms of vulnerability,
with an overall score of 58.7. However, it is
ranked 34th for its readiness to engage in
climate finance. While adaptation challenges
remain, Georgia is well positioned to adapt
(University of Notre Dame, 2022).

The National Bank of Georgia (NBG) has
been working on developing the sustain-
able finance framework since 2017, when
it joined the Sustainable Banking Network
(SBN). In 2019, NBG launched the Sustain-
able Finance Roadmap, the ultimate goal
of which is to create a reliable, predictable

and stable regulatory framework, and to
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prepare the market for the transition to sus-
tainable finance.

In 2022, the NBG adopted the Regulation
on Loan Classification and Reporting accord-
ing to the Sustainable Finance Taxonomy. The
new regulation officially defines green, social,
and sustainable loans, and sets the reporting
requirements for taxonomy-aligned loans for
commercial banks. The Taxonomy Regulation
came into force on 1 January 2023.

The taxonomy is composed of green and
social taxonomies. Green taxonomy provides
a list of activities that aim to achieve environ-
mental objectives and contribute to green
economy development. Social taxonomy pro-
vides a list of categories aimed at achieving
social goals for the target population, includ-
ing: people with disabilities, eco migrants,
displaced persons, socially vulnerable indi-
viduals, people living below the poverty line,
etc. (National Bank of Georgia, 2024).

The total green loan portfolio of Georgian
commercial banks by the end of 2023 stood
at GEL 1.7 billion, a 21% increase compared
to 2022. The share of green loans in the to-
tal portfolio of banks was 3.2% in 2023 and
2022, compared to 2.9% in 2021 and 2.2% in
2020. The total volume of green loans issued
by banks during the year was around GEL
0.5 billion. As some banks still do not classify
green loans according to the green taxono-
my, these figures may be underestimated.

Two commercial banks led the green fi-
nance market in Georgia as of 2023: TBC,
with 47% of total green market share, and
Bank of Georgia, with 43% of green market
share. BasisBank claims 8% of the market
share, followed by Procredit with 1.5%.

22

Figure 2 below shows the dynamics of
green financing in Georgia from 2020 to
2023.
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Fig. 2. Green loan portfolio of Georgian
commercial banks, 2020-2023 (GEL/billion)

Source: Annual ESG reports of banks, National Bank of Georgia.

According to the NBG’s 2023 Sustainable
Finance Report, the sectorial breakdown of
green financing in Georgia is as follows: the
largest portion of green loans, 63%, is direct-
ed toward the renewable energy sector (57%
specifically targeted towards hydropower
projects), while 17% is directed towards sus-
tainable transport, followed by sustainable
production and trade (8%) and Waste Man-
agement (5%). Sustainable agriculture and
green buildings accounted for 3% of total
green loans.

Official statistics clearly show that the
sustainable finance market in Georgia has
experienced steady growth over the past few
years, largely driven by increased investment
in the renewable energy and sustainable
transport sectors. Additionally, this growth
in green financing has been supported by
government initiatives, subsidized programs
from international institutions, and co-fund-

ing from donors.
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Key Challenges of Sustainable Finance
in Georgia

Although the official statistics of recent
years point to a positive trajectory of sustain-
able financing in Georgia, we can observe a
number of challenges and obstacles that
hinder more dynamic growth of the market.
Among such challenges, the following can be
highlighted:

* Limited awareness. Although there is a
positive trend towards increasing gen-
eral awareness of climate and sustain-
ability issues, it is still at a low level and
is characterized by many contradictory
perceptions.

Regulatory gaps. There is often a mis-
match between the global green stand-
ards and local regulations.

Mismatches in timeline. Expectations
of short-term profit maximization con-
flict with the long-term nature of green
investments.

Large upfront investments. The cost of
capital in developing countries is much
higher than it is in advanced econo-

mies.

Uncertainties. Large upfront invest-
ments, long payback periods and high
business risks must be considered

alongside the reality that the return on
investment is not clear.

Conflicted objectives. Sustainable ob-
jectives may conflict with other busi-
ness goals of banks, such as short-term
economic benefits or cost-optimization
measures.

High cost of “going green”. Since sus-
tainable finance is a relatively new con-
cept, many banks do not have enough
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flexibility or the right infrastructure to
adapt smoothly and cost-effectively.
Risks of “green-washing”. As more
green-washing practices are disclosed,
banks are becoming fearful of inno-
vation and of investing in sustainable
products, wanting to avoid accusations
of green-washing.

Limitations of green taxonomy. Due to

the requirements of green taxonomy,

some climate-positive and eco-friendly
projects cannot be classified as “green”
by banks.

* Lack of direct incentives. Exceptions
are those cases where donors partially
subsidize interest rates, or provide tar-
geted Technical Assistance support.

* Excess bureaucracy. Additional docu-
ments, data, information and compe-
tencies are needed to meet the formal

requirements of green funders.

Climate change creates both risks and op-
portunities that can affect the performance
of financial institutions, as well as the com-
panies they invest in. Among the potential
drivers of sustainable financing, the following
can be distinguished in particular:

* Growing awareness of environmental
and social issues.

* Increasing pressure from government
and the public towards sustainability.

¢ Growing regulations globally and locally.

* Rising focus of businesses towards en-
hancing their goodwill.

* Export-oriented sectors will gradual-
ly need to increase green components
into their business strategies.

* Economic effects in the form of re-
duced costs due to savings in energy,
and increased revenue due to the bet-
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ter performance of the new energy effi-
cient equipment.

e Compliance with environmental norms
and standards; commitment to re-
ducing GHG emissions and promoting
green initiatives as an EU candidate
country.

* The new generation increasingly prior-
itizes sustainability issues.

Conclusion

The sustainable finance market has
demonstrated steady growth over the past
few years in Georgia. This was facilitated, in
particular, by increased investment in the
renewable energy and sustainable transport
sectors.

There is increasing pressure from multi-
ple stakeholders (customers, employees, in-
vestors, governments) on local banks to take
ESG factors into account while implementing
their business strategies and making financial
decisions.

Climate change presents both risks and
opportunities that can enhance the financial
performance of banks and the sectors they
invest in. Banks have the potential to expand
their sustainable portfolios while playing a
crucial role in decarbonizing the economy
and driving positive change.

Growing awareness about climate is-
sues is pushing banks to expand their green
portfolios. By integrating ESG considerations
into the business strategy, and by prioritizing
sustainability factors, banks can ensure long-
term and profitable investments in sustain-
able economics and promote positive chang-
es within society.
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Introduction

All politicians strive for the well-being of
their citizens, legitimising themselves with
truth and freedom, and seeking to ensure
a life for all of peace and prosperity. They
promise development, progress and justice,
appealing to love and the sacred in doing so.
If they do not speak about these values di-
rectly, they indirectly refer to them with rhe-
torical figures in language, or through sym-
bols in their campaign imagery. In contrast,
their substantive message tends to hit on
injustice, misery, neglect of the good, loss of
trust, lies or scams. The closer we get to the
election campaign, the richer this messaging
becomes.

Due to the complexity of the topic, this
study is interdisciplinary. The paper takes
a polytolinguistic (Reisigl, 2011) approach,
juxtaposed by philosophy and media stud-
ies. Specifically, we set the context of com-
municative analysis in philosophy. We first
clarify the concept of values, and further ex-
amine whether politicians genuinely uphold
the values they reference in their discourse.
Then, we analyse the images they present in
an attempt to show the political use of the
symbols applied as they seek to appeal to
the minds of the voters. Finally, we conduct
a linguistic analysis of politicians’ pre-election
statements, aiming to identify the values em-
bedded in the language they use.

What should be emphasized in the politi-
cal discourse studied here is the fact that pol-
iticians today are communicating with their

voters in an ever more digital format: “Digi-
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tal technology has transformed the elector-
al processes across the world” (Dad&Khan,
2023). The authors express their conviction
that communicating political content on so-
cial media is an unquestionable response to
a very dynamically changing reality, which
opens democratic discourse to new possibil-
ities — in the context of election campaigns,
giving a chance for smaller, unaffiliated pol-
iticians to exist. This article covers only large
political groups in Poland, but analysis of
their social media accounts has allowed the
authors to verify the varying ways they em-
ploy to communicate their values. The au-
thors note that social media plays a key role
in the political communication of values, of-
fering a unique platform where candidates,
parties, and movements can formulate their
policies to engage with and mobilize citizens.
Unlike traditional media, social media facili-
tates direct and interactive communication,
allowing political actors to establish emotion-
al connections with voters by emphasizing

shared beliefs and ideals.

What Are “Values”, and Are They Really
Present in Politics?

The political struggle for power, and the
vote of the electorate in discursive terms,
revolves around the ability to present a com-
pelling vision of the world and to persuade
others to embrace it. To do so, they use a
variety of communication and persuasive
tools, ranging from substantive to discred-
iting their political opponents. The ability

to use these in combination with political
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marketing fosters popularity. Thus, it is clear
that politics, especially in the media age, is
not only about the content of the message.
This has already been noted by the Sophists.
However, it should be remembered that the
purpose of the Sophists' practical conclu-
sions was not to establish objective norms,
grounded in objective truth (Reale, 2008),
the ancient teachers wanted to teach how to
hold public office, wield power and convince
communities of their views.

However, no matter what type of political
message it is, what form it takes, or what its
actual purpose is, it always carries a message
that refers to some vision of good, be it ma-
terial, economic, cultural, or social. After all,
the political space is the space of human af-
fairs, the space of human encounters. For this
reason, it is also the space of an agathological
horizon (Tischner, 1998), in which it is always
about the cause of the concrete human being
and about their quality of life. Thus, it simul-
taneously functions as a space for hierarchiz-
ing reality — a space of values. It must be rec-
ognized that political communication, which
involves managing and prioritizing the reali-
ties of people’s lives, is inherently communi-
cation based on values (Bednarska, 2020); it
is communication in which the cause of the
people is at stake, in which politicians com-
pete for a better vision of the world, in which
they juggle important and more important
issues —in the end, referring to values either
willingly or unwillingly. However, the ques-
tion we wish to address in this article is what

these values represent in the political game.
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Are they a struggle for truth, goodness and
justice, or are they in fact just a sophistic en-
deavour? The dispute between Socrates, and
then Plato, and the Sophists was a dispute
not only about truth, but about values in gen-
eral. This is what wisdom was for Socrates:
an awareness of the existence of values, of
general, universal, eternal entities, founding
the quality of the world. For the Sophists, nei-
ther truth nor values had the dimension and
status of being absolute, but were thought of
as relative. Therefore, the goal of rhetoric, of
public debate for Socrates, was truth. For the
Sophists, on the other hand, the goal was to
convince their opponent(s) of their rationale,
no matter the truth or the form it takes.
What are values? Let us not succumb to
the illusion that they are norms from which
we choose, so that, by our own efforts,
we can shape the world. Indeed, this is
a fairly common perception today, one
which is as popular as it is harmful, leading
to a dangerously subjective view of the
world. In the essence of values there is a
directly opposite logic: it is not people who
shape them, but they which shape people.
Values guide and refine the world. Simply
stating what they are is insufficient, as
any descriptions or definitions fall short of
capturing the essence of their existence. The
most critical issue lies in understanding the
context of values, to grasp their metaphysical
nature and uncover their true role in the
real world. In this case, that world is politics.
Thus, the task is to identify values in political
communication and assess their actual or

postulated status. Are they a discovery of
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truth, as per Socrates, or a political tool, as
per the Sophists?

By seeing the values in the reality in which
we live, we are able to say where the values
lay. “Descriptions can be multiplied, they can
be made more and more dramatic, more
concrete, but one thing will keep repeating:
the human world contains something that is
good, something that is bad, and something
that is better, worse, worst. Our world is,
to some unspecified extent, a hierarchically
ordered world. Things, objects, people are
arranged for us in it according to a more or
less permanent hierarchical order. We do
not know exactly what is evil and what is
good; we cannot draw a precise line between
one and the other, but we are nevertheless
unable to escape some kind of hierarchy”
(Tischner, 2002). As in Plato’s cave metaphor,
the sun shines; there is a goodness that we
all desire and towards which we move. It
is a light, an authentic good. In the cave,
however, the light of fire burns, an imitation
of real light, and it enables the shadows of
real being to be (Platon, trans. 2018). For
Plato, one of the greatest philosophers in
history, politics appears as an appealing
world, albeit an inaccessible one due to
corruption and disorder (Coplestone, 1998).
Did Plato himself recognise the impossibility
of values in political life?

We are now faced with the need to ac-
knowledge that the world of politics is one
of persuasion, posturing, power agitation,
tactics and argumentative dexterity. And
yet it is a world that is still human and built

on people, one which seems to work for the
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people, and thus it cannot exist as a separate
entity from values. What then is the situation
of values in the world of politics? Are there
any? What are they? As Hans Joas, a sociolo-
gist who addresses the topic of values, notes,
they now play a large role in political rhetoric,
if only to deny a political opponent’s moral
qualities or to emphasize how trustworthy
one’s own government is (Joas, 2009). There-
fore, it is useful to look at what the political
campaign seems to convey about the candi-
dates' personalities and personal values, ana-
lyzing which issues have been focused on and
which have been overlooked (Soto de la Cruz
etal., 2023)

In order to illustrate the imaginary and
linguistic way in which politicians use values
as a bargaining tool in the European Parlia-
ment elections, their social media activity
was analysed prior to the European Parlia-

ment elections in 2024.

The Imaginarium of Values in Politics

Jean-Jacques Wunenburger, in his Phi-
losophy of Images, describes the imaginary
realm of politics as follows: “The ethical is-
sue concerning the individual’s relationship
with themselves is inseparably linked to the
political issue, which concerns the mutual re-
lations between people in a broadly under-
stood society. The sphere of social and politi-
cal life is a particularly instructive example of
the place occupied by the imaginary in collec-
tive life. (...) Images thus constantly intermin-
gle with normative discourse and influence

both common beliefs and actions. (...) Imag-
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es contribute to the creation of community
bonds, to the formation of the identity of a
group united by the rule of law, especially in
the form of national identification, as well
as to the legitimization of the very figure of
power” (Wunenburger, 2011).

Cicero and Epictetus wrote about the use
of images in the political game. Rhetoricians
mainly focused on the ability of images to
build pathos, that is, emotional impact. At
that time, language was the most accessible
code, and, as a result, the recommendations
of rhetoric teachers focused on crafting lan-
guage that shaped mental images. More-
over, they recommended using images to
reconstruct imaginaries as a more effective
means of convincing others of one’s views.
This gave rise to visual narratives that per-
suaded others of a particular way of seeing
the world or the speaker themselves. Values
were linked to these narratives as a channel
of communication with the audience, as an
element of speech utilizing their preferential
thinking, based on the implication that “if
the speaker/presenter represents my values,
then they are worth listening to, and what
they say is correct.” This mechanism renders
values a rhetorical construct, a form of bar-
gaining currency. Their connection to a par-
ticular candidate can be assessed by compar-
ing their actions with media representations.
However, this assumption requires separate
research.

This part of the article summarises visual
analyses of the social media profiles of lead-
ing party politicians running for the Euro-

pean Parliament: Konfederacja Wolnos$¢ i
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Niepodlegtos¢ (Confederation Liberty and In-
dependence party), Konrad Berkowicz; Trze-
cia Droga (Third Way party), Adam Jarubas;
Koalicja Obywatelska (Civic Coalition party),
Barttomiej Sienkiewicz; Lewica (Left party),
Andrzej Szejna; and Prawo i Sprawiedliwosé
(Law and Justice party), Beata Szydto.

The study aims to answer the questions:
what values do politicians most often
visualize so as to negotiate support, and does
the content of individual candidates differ in
the values they present?

The research process considered the im-
ages created by the politicians that visualise
values so as to negotiate support. The image
here is understood as a representation com-
posed of all its elements, as a phenomenon.
The material basis of the image is a digital
representation. The analyses focus on in-
dividual images and their comparison both
by the criterion of a given politician, and by
comparing all. The research material comes
from three digital platforms: Facebook, Insta-

gram and X (previous Twitter).

The conclusions are as follows:

1.Konfederacja Wolnosc¢ i Niepodlegtosc
(Confederation Liberty and Independ-
ence party): Konrad Berkowicz

On Konrad Berkowicz’s profile, there are im-
ages — films and photographs — showing sol-
diers on the Polish-Belarusian border, which
clearly aim to evoke a sense of threat to the
homeland. The candidate refers to the val-
ues of the homeland and freedom, and seeks
to convince the electorate that choosing

Berkowicz guarantees the protection of the
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country. In this context, images with ele-
ments of the Polish flag emphasize patriotism

as the main value.

Fig. 1.

Fig.2.

There are also images on the candidate’s

profile where Berkowicz is trying cream
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cakes, standing in the market square in Wad-
owice. This refers to the figure of John Paul Il,
indicating an appeal to religious values and

thus to the electorate who identify with this

value.

Another image in the set of imaginaries
shows the intertwined hands of Berkowicz,
his wife and child, referring to the value of

family.

Fig. 4.

In most images, Berkowicz appears alone,

making gestures of strength and victory; oth-
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er figures in the images are usually distant.
These are images of struggle, distance, and
building the position of a leader.

2.Trzecia Droga (Third Way party): Adam
Jarubas

Adam Jarubas creates contrasting images

to those built by Berkowicz. The posts mainly

contain images of collective heroes, gestures of

handshakes, and smiles. These are photographs

from meetings where there is usually a large

group of people. However, the candidate is
photographed from a distance, and thus is rare-
ly shown in the foreground. Jarubas walks in a
crowd of miners, expressing the value of tradi-
tion and identity; he is at a folk fest promoting
the value of locality, small settlements. A series
of similar images visualise the values of com-
munity, understanding, and family. The framed
figures usually stand close to each other, in nat-
ural positions. Images show him as an “ordinary
person,” living and valuing day-to-day affairs,
and symbolising the candidate as “one of the
crowd,” demonstrating the value of working
for the community. Interestingly, Jarubas often
posts photos on his profiles where the partic-
ipants of the meetings are in the foreground,
and he himself appears in the background.

‘.9 ...... =

o =
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3.Koalicja Obywatelska (Civic Coalition
party): Barttomiej Sienkiewicz

Barttfomiej Sienkiewicz creates his imagi-
nary somewhat differently. Three main imag-
es convey the values with which the candi-
date identifies or, conversely, through which
he seeks to convince the audience to support
his candidacy. This is an image in a double
frame, i.e., two figures — a priest in a cassock
and Sienkiewicz, who are slightly turned to-
wards each other. The photo documents a
visit to the Diocesan Museum in Sandomierz.
This image portrays the value of faith, and
appeals to those among the electorate sup-
porting the Catholic Church.

Another image shows the candidate sit-

ting on the steps of the

Meanwhile, an image of a visit to an art

gallery emphasizes its value.

Fig. 11.

4.lewica (Left party): Andrzej Szejna

Andrzej Szejna often showcases young
people, a family with a child, a residential
block, a father with a child planting a tree,
and, interestingly, like Berkowicz, tasting
a cream cake in the market square in
Wadowice. The values on which he bases
his message are family, concern for young
people and their future, care for nature, and

safety and tradition.
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5.Prawo i Sprawiedliwos$¢ (Law and Jus-

il tice party): Beata Szydto
Inthe candidate’s imaginaries, the colours
white and red appear, referring to patriotic
values. Szydto mainly creates images of a
collective of women of different ages, with
her positioned in the foreground. Other
characters in her short films always stand
behind her. In such visual representations,
the value of women and their voice in political
life is visible, alongside images of solidarity,

community, and understanding.

Fig. 14.

Europa
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In summary, each of the studied politi-
cians builds their own imaginaries based on
their preferred values, or uses these values
as a persuasive tool to gain the support of a
specific group of voters. In this perspective,
values transform into a form of bargaining

currency.

The Language of Values and Politicians

Social media facilitates the creation of

virtual communities, in which shared values
strengthen a sense of belonging. By address-
ing the concerns of specific groups, from
environmentalists to civil rights activists,
politicians can tailor their campaigns to the
identities of the voters. This strategy not only

attracts supporters, but also mobilizes them
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to act in accordance with those values (cf.
Castells, 2012).

It is worth emphasizing that the specific
language of the Internet also results from its
globality and general accessibility. All linguis-
tic signs and symbols are connected to the
sender or recipient of the utterance. Through
these, it is possible to address various aspects
of language use, such as issuing commands,
conveying information, or creating an im-
pression. This area of language research is
the domain of pragmatics, which analyses
the relationships between the implications
of speech in extra-linguistic realities, and the
very organization and functions of language.

Thinking in the media and politics, from
a theoretical standpoint, reflects the evalua-
tion of the world through its interdisciplinar-
ity. This is particularly evident in the expres-
siveness of language, which resonates with
the emotive thinking of modern individuals,
expressed through their spontaneity and an
increasingly expansive “audience.” Politi-
cians have moved their election campaigns
to social media for a number of reasons, in-
cluding the advantages of broad reach and
accessibility, direct communication, and en-
gagement and interactions. It seems that the
purpose and later the effect of politicians’
statements is copyright social division fo-
cused axiologically around values presented
by a specific political faction. It is thus unsur-
prising that politicians use it in their official
statements from the entire range of linguistic
functions. Language is an important aspect,
as it is through language that all values can

be expressed. Elected politicians frequently
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declare various types of values, yet it often
appears that they either conceal their true
beliefs behind these values, or, at times, at-
tempt to showcase them.

Adam Jarubas, a politician from the Third
Way party (Trzecia Droga), has an interest-
ing presentation of his election demands,
of course in the form of language. In his
Facebook posts, he usually refers to events
he has previously participated in, meetings
that have already taken place, and conver-
sations he has already had. He briefly sum-
marizes what was most important during
these events, thus writing about the values
that are most important to him. For instance
(June 3): “Do you want a safer Poland in
a strong Europe, or a lonely Poland in a di-
vided Europe? A very good discussion with
the residents. Thank you, City of Kety, for

the meeting!” (https://www.facebook.com/

jarubasadam). As we can see, the highlighted
value here is safety. In another post (June 1),
Jarubas writes: “It promises to be an interest-
ing weekend with a folk twist. We will be in
Etnotygiel Kielce, where there will be ethnic
and folk music, but also plenty of other at-
tractions for folklore fans and children. Folk
culture and our heritage should be passed on
from generation to generation” — this time
he draws attention to heritage, tradition and
the succession of generations as values of
inheritance and transmission of important
content. What is remarkable about the words
that Adam Jarubas communicates on his so-
cial media is not that he speaks directly about
values, but rather that he seeks to highlight a
hidden value — solidarity. His consistent use
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of the plural form underscores his alignment
with his voters and reinforces the idea that
he represents everyone, speaking not solely
on his own behalf, but as a collective voice.
Konrad Berkowicz (Konfederacja Wolnos¢
i Niepodlegtos¢/Confederation Liberty and
Independence party), adopted a complete-
ly different tactic for presenting his views
and postulating his values. Using X (formerly
Twitter), his statements tend to be character-
ized by two qualities: he usually writes not
so much on his own behalf, but presenting
the views of his party, and most often puts
his demands not directly as desiderata, but
as responses to the statements of other pol-
iticians. For example (June 4): “The Confer-
ence proposes something you [responds to
Third Way party] do not want to hear, i.e.
that Poland’s subjectivity in the EU arena,
the sovereignty of member states, rejecting
the EU’s dictates, defending our veto, and
withdrawing all harmful directives, especially
the Green Deal, are beyond you.” (https://x.
com/KonradBerkowicz). Berkowicz highlights

the value of the country’s sovereignty, and
emphasizes the essence of the state’s subjec-
tivity and the need to maintain its independ-
ence. Another time (June 3), he refers to poli-
ticians from the Left party, writing: “You have
nothing to do with freedom”, which draws
attention, paradoxically, though denial, that
it is freedom that is his postulated value.
Barttomiej Sienkiewicz (Civic Coalition
party) wrote on his Facebook profile (May
31), regarding the situation of the media:
“I am very proud that on public radio sta-

tions and television you can hear voices of
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criticism towards the government. This is a
measure of the independence of the media:
that they do not kowtow to the authorities,
they are not the government’s propaganda
mouthpiece which only they can criticize.”

(http://www.facebook.com/SienkiewiczB/).

Siekiewicz wrote this to spotlight the value of
independence, especially regarding the me-
dia. We can therefore conclude that Sienkie-
wicz postulates and, in a sense, announces,
through social media, that freedom and in-
dependence are values that should be cared
for and fought for. Sienkiewicz’s voters may
therefore assume that these are the values
that guide this politician.

Arelatively linguistically inactive politician
on social media platforms is the candidate
from the Left party, Andrzej Szejna (https://

twitter.com/AndrzejSzejna) who does not

publish many posts on X, and whose Face-
book profile is private, so his published posts
cannot be viewed. What we can see in his
statements on X are mainly photos of himself
in meetings with various people. In this part
of article, we focus on the linguistic side, so
we will not comment on non-verbal language.

A very active politician on social media is
the candidate from the Law and Justice par-
ty, Beata Szydto, who publishes several state-
ments every day both on X and on Facebook,
in which she directly or indirectly communi-
cates her values. The way Beata Szydto draws
attention to the content that is important to
her is interesting. Her statements contain rel-
atively few words, but they are concentrated
in clear and short statements. For example:

“We should put the new green deal right in
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the trash!“ (May 27); “On June 9, let’s choose
a good future for Poles!” (May 31); “On June
9, let’s vote to defend our values!” (June 2)

(https://www.facebook.com/BeataSzydlo).

In these three sample messages, we see
completely different linguistic forms, and
in them, we can discern different values. A
good future is an assurance of the need to
take care of young people and ensure their
well-being. The call to our values is a postu-
late in which Beata Szydto does not explicitly
state what values she is talking about, but
the recipient can assume that they are those
shared by the Law and Justice party. Howev-
er, in a statement regarding the Green Deal,
the politician shows what she believes in
through denial. For Beata Szydto, the Green
Deal is an anti-value, something bad; a diver-
sion from prosperity.

It must be said that it is very interesting
that politicians use social media and linguis-
tic messages in such different ways: writing
longer statements, short statements, de-
scribing the beliefs of their party or their
own, or integrating their demands with so-
cial expectations. It turns out that all these
methods are good for expressing and pro-
moting elements of life that are important to
all voters, such as: freedom, independence,
security, tradition, and prosperity. Regard-
less of what party a politician comes from,
and regardless of the communication style
he or she chooses, the effect of these state-
ments is similar, as it is a linguistic form of
conveying imponderables. Although, as po-

litical scientists rightly point out: “the con-
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flict between political groups representing
various environments society and their often
conflicting interests is an important element
of everyday life in a democratic country”
(Golec, 2002), it turns out that when look-
ing for values in the statements of the most
popular politicians in the Matopolska and
Swietokrzyskie regions before the European
Parliament elections, the language of values
they present is not polarized at all.

“A challenge in researching the dis-
course of politics in media practices comes
in trying to answer the question of where
the discourse ends and self-creation begins
in the textual, communicative and verbal
agency of politicians in terms of the typol-
ogy itself, functionality or range of values”
(Soczynski&Urzedowska, 2023). The question
we leave open here is whether the values
that politicians of different parties postulate,
in such a coherent way on social media, are
only their political creation, or whether they

express (through language) their true beliefs.

Conclusions

The authors conducted a study on the
use and significance of values in political
communication, with a focus on election
campaign statements made by candidates
for the 2024 European Parliament elections
in Poland. An interdisciplinary approach,
combining philosophy, media studies, and
linguistics, established that values are a
central yet complex element of political dis-
course. Politicians commonly incorporate

values into their communication, either con-
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sciously or unconsciously. While some use
values as authentic expressions of belief,
others use them strategically as rhetorical
tools to adapt to voter sentiment. The can-
didates studied used different approaches
in their visual and linguistic communication.
For example, Konrad Berkowicz focused on
patriotism and sovereignty through images
of a military presence and national symbols.
Adam Jarubas, on the other hand, repeat-
edly emphasized community, tradition, and
inclusiveness through collective and region-
al images. Beata Szydto, on the other hand,
emphasized patriotism and family values
through concise, direct statements. These
differences underscore the versatility of val-
ues in appealing to different constituencies.

Values are also used to polarize political
audiences. While values serve as a univer-
sal language across the political spectrum,
their interpretation and presentation differ,
reflecting party ideologies. This duality illus-
trates the potential of values to unite or po-
larize public opinion, depending on the narra-
tive constructed by political actors.

The authors also note the obvious (and
effective) shift by politicians to social media
platforms, which has significantly shaped the
way values are communicated. The imme-
diacy and accessibility of platforms such as
Facebook and X enable a targeted commu-
nication of values, enhancing both reach and
emotional resonance with voters. “The land-
scape of political discourse has undergone a
substantial shift due to the pervasive influ-
ence of social media, reshaping interactions
and engagement among politicians, govern-
ments, and individuals” (Khan et al., 2023).
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However, a critical research question
posed by the authors remains unanswered:
do politicians truly embody the values they
promote, or are these merely performa-
tive tools in their quest for support? This
ambiguity highlights the need for further
research on the correspondence between
political rhetoric and action.

The results of the analysis confirm that
values are not merely abstract ideals, but dy-
namic elements shaping political discourse
and voter engagement. However, their effec-
tiveness and ethical application depend on
the authenticity and coherence with which
they are integrated into political communi-
cation. Further research is needed to deepen
our understanding of how values influence

electoral outcomes and social cohesion.
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ABSTRACT

For Georgian politicians, the future development of a free country has
always been closely linked to the European states. The vision of Geor-
gia’s alignment with Europe and its integration into European frameworks
dates back to 1918-1921. Considering this fact, Georgia’s current aspira-
tions for European integration reflect a desire to return to its natural po-
litical and cultural environment.

During the period of 1918-1921, Europeanization was seen as a means of
achieving peaceful coexistence, embodying European norms, values, and ide-
as, while also implementing various structural reforms through cooperation.

The paper aims to analyze, through the study of existing documents, the
efforts of Georgia’s political leaders to establish security and democratic
values in partnership with Europe. This goal was clearly understood, and,
for this reason, immediately following the declaration of Georgia’s inde-
pendence on May 26, 1918, the Act of Independence, developed by the
National Council of Georgia, became a foundational document. This act
outlined the main priorities of the country, rooted in elements of classical
European principles, from the form of government to the broad recogni-
tion of human rights.

Georgia’s Constitution, which followed shortly after, was similarly ground-
ed in European ideals, and clearly demonstrated the country’s commit-
ment to democratic development. This constitution is viewed by both
foreign and domestic scholars as one of the most progressive of its time.

Despite the varied and often inconsistent trajectories of development in
the modern world, Georgia’s political and civil approach has remained
steadfast and unchanged. Over a century ago, the country sought to pre-
serve and strengthen its political course and direct it towards European
political and legal unity. It is an effort that continues to this day.
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Introduction

Georgia’s European orientation is a pro-
found historical process that predates even
the spread of Christianity in the country, al-
though the advent of Christianity significantly
strengthened Georgia’s ties with the Christian
world of Europe. From that time onward,
Georgians chose a clearly pro-Western ori-
entation, and began to distance themselves
from the Eastern world. Despite facing nu-
merous challenges, the Georgian nation, with
its strong sense of self-conscious, always con-
sidered itself a part of Western civilization
and sought to forge connections with Europe-
an states. The orientation toward Europe was
most clearly manifested in 1918-1921, during
the period of Georgia’s state independence.

In the modern context, Georgia’s Europe-
an choice reflects its commitment to ensuring
peace, democracy and the well-being of its
people. This includes upholding human digni-
ty, equality, the rule of law, the protection of
human rights — especially the rights of minori-
ties, pluralism, non-discrimination, and toler-
ance, as well as respect for national identity.
Notably, Georgia’s aspiration for relations
with Europe is nothing new: During the First
Republic, these ideas were evident in all key
political moves made by the country.

The First Democratic Republic of Geor-
gia (1918-1921), holds significant historical
importance, and its experience continues
to shape modern Georgia. This period of in-
dependence marked a critical step toward
aligning with European political and cultur-

al norms. The legacy of this period requires
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renewed understanding, particularly in the
context of Georgia’s current foreign policy,
which is heavily focused on European in-
tegration. By analyzing the past, using the
politics of memory, greater clarity can be
brought to Georgia’s European choice, es-
pecially as relations with Russia remain com-
plex, and European integration is a central
foreign policy goal.

The paper aims to explore Georgia’s
strongly expressed European orientation in
its foreign policy during 1918-1921. Through
a historical examination of official docu-
ments, memoirs and scientific works, the pa-
per seeks to highlight how this period laid the
foundation for Georgia’s ongoing pursuit of

European integration.

Georgia’s Declaration of State
Independence

Since the annexation of Georgia, the as-
pirations of Georgian patriots for the na-
tion’s freedom and independence have al-
ways been closely linked to Europe. At the
beginning of the 20th century, the Georgian
Committee in Paris, and their organization
“Georgia” played a crucial role in promoting
the idea of a free Georgia. In 1907, the Geor-
gian people made a significant appeal to the
Hague Peace Conference, petitioning to have
Georgia’s legal rights restored.

The declaration of Georgia’s state inde-
pendence in 1918 had deep historical roots,
shaped by a variety of factors that influenced
its emergence. The declaration was not just a
product of local circumstances, but was also

heavily impacted by the political dynamics
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unfolding in international politics at the time.
This was closely tied to the cooperation be-
tween Georgian politicians and their Europe-
an counterparts.

The 1917 October Revolution of the Rus-
sian Empire fundamentally changed the polit-
ical life of Georgia, as well as that of Russia.
After the coup, “Ozakom” (the Special Com-
mittee of Transcaucasia) was dissolved, and
the “Commissariat of Transcaucasia” was es-
tablished. In Georgia, an inter-party commit-
tee was created, which convened the Nation-
al Congress of Georgia on November 17-22,
and elected Noe Jordania as its chairman.
On November 22, the National Council was
elected, placing the Presidium and the Exec-
utive Committee under the chairmanship of
Jordania. On May 26, 1918, it was the Nation-
al Council (influenced by external forces) that
declared the state independence of Georgia
(Sharadze, 2003).

From 1918 to 1921, Georgia’s pursuit of a
European way of life and politics was intrinsi-
cally linked to a peaceful coexistence. This vi-
sion involved not only the adoption of norms,
rules and democratic principles, but also the
implementation of various structural reforms
in cooperation with Europe.

A key factor in shaping these ideals was
the European education of Georgian politi-
cians active at the time, among them repre-
sentatives of the Social Democrats, Socialist
Federalists and National Democrats, who
had graduated from universities in Germany,
France, Switzerland, and Russia, which sig-
nificantly influenced their political perspec-

tives. This education in turn had a significant
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impact on the political processes taking place
in Georgia, giving the country’s leaders the
opportunity to put their acquired knowledge
and ideals into practice.

These political figures understood the
importance of aligning with European values
to establish security and democratic prin-
ciples in Georgia. This is clearly reflected in
the Act of Independence developed by the
National Council of Georgia immediately
after the declaration of independence on
May 26, 1918. The document outlined the
country’s main priorities, such as state sov-
ereignty, democratic governance, perma-
nent neutrality, international peaceful co-
operation, good-neighborliness — especially
with bordering states, equality of citizens,
and respect for human rights and national
minorities. These principles mirrored the
core tenets of European thought at the time,
marking the foundation of Georgia’s demo-
cratic path.

Modern scholars note that “the Act of In-
dependence shared the advanced European
doctrine of the era in the field of basic hu-
man rights, to a much greater extent than
the European states themselves. This was
later reflected in the first constitution, which
was particularly innovative in terms of basic
rights, and which was even considered "too

democratic" for the era” (Gegenava, 2014).

Georgia in The Years of Independence
(1918-1921)

Immediately following the declaration

of state independence in Georgia, the rul-
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ing Social Democrat party found itself facing
significant challenges due to the complex
domestic and international situation. With
scarce resources and no stable economy,
they had the heavy responsibility of meet-
ing the needs of the citizens while striving to
create a democratic republic based on Euro-
pean values. Despite these difficulties, there
was a collective desire among Georgian po-
litical leaders to build a state that reflected
the ideals of democracy, justice, and cooper-
ation with Europe.

The issue of education has always been
central to Georgia’s historal development.
Indeed, it has been a key focus of analysis for
Georgian patriots throughout the centuries,
as they understood that the future of the
country depended heavily on the education
of its people. Based on the wisdom passed
down through the ages, including the re-
nowned words of llia Chavchavadze that “our
country needs European experience, science
and education, this should be its gun-weap-
on” (Chavchavadze, 1985), we can see that
the importance of education was deeply in-
grained in the national consciousness.

This vision of education was not just the-
oretical, but was practically applied. Govern-
ment representatives took great responsi-
bility for the education sector, viewing it as
an avenue for sharing European experiences
and ensuring that Georgia’s educational sys-
tem aligned with the progressive ideals of the
time. One such example is the approach tak-
en in the Social-Democratic Republic of Geor-
gia, where, in 1918, the National Council of

Georgia addressed the teaching of religion in
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schools with a democratic mindset. This issue
was defined by the National Council of Geor-
gia and the Law of the Republic of Georgia on
November 26, 1918, before the Constitution
was finalized.

According to the law, the teaching of reli-
gion was removed from all levels of state and
private schools. As established by the law
adopted on July 5, 1918, teachers of religion
received an allowance following dismissal by
the state. If someone expressed a desire to
study religion with their own finances, they
had the opportunity to do so in the school
building, but in such a way that it would not
interfere with the regular school curriculum.
This democratic approach aligns closely, even
more than a century later, with the policies
of many modern secular states in Europe,
where the state limits its role to regulatory
functions, ensuring a peaceful coexistence
with religious communities. In such coun-
tries, religious education may be allowed in
public schools outside of the formal curricu-
lum, typically after school hours.

In addition to these reforms, Georgian
educators, cultural leaders, and political fig-
ures actively sought creative collaborations
with neighboring peoples and other nations.
Supported by the government, the Geor-
gian intelligentsia embraced new ideas from
abroad, whether in the fields of culture or ed-
ucation (Darchashvili, 2021).

The German-Georgian Cultural Society,
founded in July 1918, aimed to foster friend-
ship between the two nations, and promote
a mutual cultural exchange and dialogue.

These and similar societies played a crucial
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role in enhancing the understanding of Euro-
pean influences within Georgia, supporting
and solidifying the country’s western orien-
tation. It is a fact that from 1918, a short but
wonderful era arrived for Georgian culture,
seeing Thilisi become an important and pop-
ular center of modernism and avant-gar-
de movements, with flourishing literature,
painting, and collaboration efforts between
local creatives and foreign famous faces.
Mutual
(Shvelidze, 2018).

The close cooperation between Georgian

recognition and respect reigned

and European politicians deserves mention.
The visits of influential European politicians
to Georgia in 1920 were pivotal for the
country’s international standing. Karl Kauk,
Pierre Renaudel, Emil Vandervelde, Ramsay
McDonald, Camille Huysmans made notable
statements in Europe praising the principles
of the Georgian government — freedom, re-
spect for minority rights, the harmony be-
tween urban and rural communities, and
more. This served to increase awareness of
the Republic of Georgia and played a role in
the recognition of Georgia’s de jure inde-
pendence (Javakhishvili, 2003).

The pro-European character of the Geor-
gian state was evident even during the draft-
ing/adoption of the constitution, seeing
Georgia announce its choice of democratic
development to the entire civilized world.
The basic law of the country was a document
of European nature, and it is considered one
of the most progressive documents of that
period, both by contemporary observers and

by modern foreign and national experts.
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The core principles underpinning the first
Constitution of Georgia were the freedom of
the nation and the individual. The document,
part of the “constitutional wave” seen in in-
ternational politics (Germany 1919, Austria
1920, Finland 1921, etc.) holds a unique
place in the history of world constitutional-
ism for its adherence to democracy (Matsa-
beridze, 2021).

The 1921 Constitution of Georgia is a
well-rounded and refined legal document
that reconciles the experience of world con-
stitutionalism with Georgia’s national values.
Former Federal Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Germany, Hans-Dietrich Genscher, noted
that the text of the 1921 constitution was
“one of the most progressive ones on the Eu-
ropean continent.” Even then, he recognized
such values as freedom, democracy and the
rule of law which today’s Europe relies on
(Demetrashvili, 2005).

In Georgia, the European values of free-
dom, tolerance and individualism were his-
torically acquired by the population of Geor-
gia. In a democratic state, they were given
the opportunity to develop even further.
Some Western values were newly introduced
to the Georgian reality, and faced initial re-
sistance before gradually taking root. The
establishment of a civil society and indepen-
dent institutions, including unions and asso-
ciations, marked the growth of democratic
norms. The rule of law was effectively imple-
mented (Janelidze, 2018).

Despite numerous difficulties, the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Georgia was established

as a state. It represented “a young democ-
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racy, which in its political structure showed
a straightforward commitment to democ-
racy and the possibility of common sense”
(Matsaberidze, 2008).

Georgia was, in fact, the first European
country to have a social-democratic govern-
ment and a coalition administration, formed
by the Social-Democratic Party of Georgia,
the Socialist-Federalists, the National-Dem-
ocratic party, and the Socialist-Revolution-
aries. The Social Democrats were the domi-
nant force in executive and legislative power,
winning more than 80% of the votes in the
first general democratic elections in February
1919 (Iremadze, 2021).

This alignment with European values con-
tributed to the recognition of the Democratic
Republic of Georgia by leading European na-
tions as a progressive, pro-European state.
Unfortunately, the country’s European path
was abruptly interrupted on February 25,
1921, when the Russian government entered
Georgia, ending the republic’s pro-European
trajectory (Matsaberidze, 2024).

Conclusion

From 1918 to 1921, the Republic of Geor-
gia, in its brief existence, created a valuable
experience in democratic development. The
country’s European aspirations were further
strengthened through cooperation with the
European social democrats, who recognized
the policies of Georgia’s social democrat-
ic movement — international support that
helped increase Georgia’s visibility and rec-

ognition abroad.
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For Georgia, the connection with Europe
has always symbolized the rule of law and
the establishment of democratic institutions.
This relationship promises Georgia a safe,
free, and fair environment in which to thrive
and prosper. Despite the many obstacles
along the way, the fundamental approach re-
mains the same: to maintain and strengthen
the political course towards European polit-
ical-legal unity. This goal has been realized
in part through Georgia’s current status as a
European Union candidate member, a tangi-
ble expression of the country’s pro-European

political heritage.
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ABSTRACT

Social acceptance, tolerance and xenophobia are three distinct but inter-
connected processes within the tourism industry. Social acceptance refers
to the attitudes and dynamics in social relations, which are determined by
various factors, among them tolerance and xenophobia.

This article explores studies and scientific sources on these concepts,
analyzing the connections between them, and their origins. It examines
how healthy relationships between tourists and locals, as well as local
attitudes, impact tourist satisfaction and the development of the tour-
ism industry. The article discusses research on xenophobic social issues in
South Africa, identifying the social consequences and the individuals most
affected by irrational societal views.

The article also analyzes the factors that contribute to xenophobia, which
hinder business relations in tourism and impede the establishment of
welcoming environments. Research on social acceptance conducted in
the Adjara region is also presented, with the primary methodology being
the analysis of sources and surveys carried out through questionnaires.
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Introduction

Xenophobia and tolerance are two im-
portant opposing forces that reflect social
consciousness, playing a critical role in shap-
ing communication and relationships. These
concepts not only influence how informa-
tion is exchanged, but also have deep-root-
ed social and psychological bases, leading to
negative consequences within the tourism
industry. Xenophobia, defined as the “fear of
foreigners”, is typically rooted in stereotypical
thinking, fear, and negative attitudes towards
foreigners, mostly tourists. It stems from so-
cietal constructs, and not from an objective
evaluation of people or social groups. Accord-
ing to the Oxford dictionary, a society with a
xenophobic mindset perceives its own (lo-
cals), “us,” as positive and good, and foreign-
ers as a threat, law breakers, violent people,
conquerors, etc. Xenophobia is particularly
relevant to the tourism industry because its
adverse effects can hinder the sustainable de-
velopment of tourism and disrupt the healthy
functioning of the social institution. Social
relations within the tourism and hospitality
sector are heavily dependant on the attitudes
and perceptions of both parties — locals and
tourists — thus making social acceptance and
the impact of xenophobia key factors in the
industry’s success.

This article explores the concept of xen-
ophobia within various social processes, ex-
amining its relationship with social accept-
ance and the regulation of tolerance. Social
acceptance refers to positive and healthy

attitudes in interpersonal relationships, while
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xenophobia acts as an enemy to such healthy
relations. Tolerance, the highest form of ac-
ceptance, involves a community, regardless
of geographical or native origins, seeing lo-
cals welcoming foreigners and embracing
their cultural and other differences. Social
acceptance encompasses a range of factors,
such as ethnic, racial, cultural, political, reli-
gious, sexual, and linguistic considerations.

The aim of the study is to determine the

relationship between social acceptance, xen-
ophobia, and tolerance. The research objec-
tives are:

* To examine scientific perspectives on
xenophobia, tolerance, and social ac-
ceptance;

* To analyse the causes and determinants
of xenophobia;

* To evaluate the concept of a tolerant
society, including awareness and ac-
companying social relations;

* To establish mechanisms for fostering
social acceptance, thus eliminating xen-
ophobia.

Current Xenophobia and The Tourism
Industry

In the tourism industry, the attitudes of
the host community, residents towards tour-
ists, have an important role in the process of
sustainable development, as both xenopho-
bia and tolerance are involved in the process
of social acceptance. A tolerant society pro-
motes tourist destinations, while xenophobia
hinders the process of one becoming familiar
with a place, leading to that place being asso-

ciated with negative memories and feelings.
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Tourists remember tourist destinations not
only for their visual beauty, service quality, or
pricing, but also for the warmth and hospital-
ity shown by the host community, as well as
the emotional experiences they receive dur-
ing their stay.

A tolerant society is one that can accept a
wide range of differences (Crick, 1971; Ryan&
Aicken, 2010). Tolerance is often seen as the
ability to accept differing views or practices
(Sullivan et al., 1979). In the study of xeno-
phobia and civilized society, xenophobia re-
searchers ask one central question: What are
the underlying factors that contribute to xen-
ophobia?

Xenophobic attitudes often manifest be-
tween locals and foreigners due to social is-
sues, such as competition in the job market.
In South Africa, for example, foreign immi-
grants seeking employment often take posi-
tions that, given the shortage of jobs, reduce
the employment opportunities for locals.
While immigrants may be drawn by the pros-
pect of earning extra income, their presence
can provoke negative reactions within the lo-
cal community (Comins, 2008). Xenophobia is
associated with low self-esteem, ignorance,
a lack of understanding, and prejudice. Re-
search into the causes of xenophobic attacks
in the 2000s reveals a variety of beliefs held
by respondents, which contributed to these
negative attitudes (in %):

» Foreigners agree to cheap working con-
ditions / take all employment opportu-
nities —32%

» Foreigners spread crime, theft, violence
-31%
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e Uncontrolled number of foreigners in
the country — 18%

» Most foreigners own businesses — 16%

 South Africans are too lazy to work —
11%

The researchers also mention the follow-
ing factors as contributing to xenophobia:
« Absence of political leadership;
e Weakness of communication between
communities;
» Weak
mechanisms;

legal and police governance

« Institutional xenophobic attitudes, pol-
icies and practices that reinforce pro-
hibitions on staff legalization within or-
ganizations;

e Long-standing xenophobic attitudes,
misinformation and mistrust of foreign
Africans;

» Extremely high unemployment rates;

e Corruption in state, regulatory, con-
trolling bodies and services;

» Geopolitical stress in several regions;

 Cultural conflicts, and others.

Xenophobia is a growing issue in many
countries around the world. In South Africa,
for instance, the rate of xenophobic crimes
has risen sharply (The publications of the
African Center for Migration and Society ad-
dress a wide range of challenges related to
migration and society). According to the lat-
est data from the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR), there were
154 reported incidents of xenophobic at-
tacks, resulting in 99 deaths, 1,000 displace-
ments, and various injuries. Within one year,
this data escalated to 238 cases, including
7,500 deportations.
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To address this issue, the UNHCR has
launched several programs that seek to re-
duce the number of xenophobic incidents,
including initiatives focused on peace edu-
cation — the organization of unifying sports
activities, social activities, etc. (Misago et al.,
2015).

Xenophobia is intertwined with social
acceptance, and its elimination in society
requires a complex approach involving ed-
ucation, public awareness raising and social
interventions. The causes of society’s xeno-
phobic behavior are often rooted in collective
consciousness, and often stem from weak
legislation, inadequate education, lack of cul-
tural awareness, religious influence, ineffec-
tive state regulation, and high crime rates.

Xenophobia also has genetic and psycho-
logical foundations, which are manifested
against those with foreign ethnic origin, skin
color, cultural origin, religious beliefs, and na-
tionality. A xenophobic society tends to per-
ceive its national leaders as superior, which
can lead to extreme forms of exclusion and vi-
olence. Xenophobia is frequently linked to is-
sues such as genocide, segregation, inhuman-
ity, violence, racism, sexism, ethnocentrism.
Other factors causing xenophobia include
environmental and congenital factors. The
latter includes genetic factors, as reflected
in the male fighter hypothesis (McDonald et
al., 2012) and the theory of genetic similarity
(Rushton, 2005).

According to the theory of prejudice and
discriminatory intent, men have historically
shown higher levels of inhumanity and xen-

ophobia than women, and they are often
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more likely to show ethnocentric attitudes
towards others. The intergroup hierarchy
hypothesis suggests that men, as represent-
atives of superior groups, tend to take lead-
ership roles within groups, often showing
aggression toward external groups to assert
their dominance.

The development of xenophobic fears is
also linked to an evolutionary disease-avoid-
ance mechanism (Faulkner et al., 2004), ac-
cording to which the movement of foreigners
was historically associated with the spread of
viruses and diseases. This led locals to per-
ceive foreigners as a potential threat, foster-

ing feelings of danger (Wagner, 2017).

Social Acceptance and Xenophobia
in Georgia

Improving social acceptance and aware-
ness of social relations requires education. It
is essential for society to understand the sig-
nificance of distinguishing between stereo-
typed and independent perspectives. People
need to recognize these differences, which
can only be achieved through quality educa-
tion. Education plays a crucial role in reduc-
ing xenophobic and ethnocentric viewpoints
(Coenders et al., 2004).

As previously noted, xenophobia can be
triggered by various factors, many of which
are tied to (lack of) social acceptance. The re-
lationship between the two suggests that the
presence of xenophobia simultaneously cre-
ates barriers to social acceptance. Without
healthy emotional attitudes towards tourists

and foreigners, a society cannot fully embrace
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social acceptance. Several factors contribute
to the aggression and negative attitudes that

hinder this process, including:

* The job market and competition;

e Xenophobic threats triggered by the
loss of cultural or national values;

* Xenophobic fears caused by the spread
of diseases, viruses;

* Xenophobic fears caused by increased
market competition and price changes;

* Xenophobic fears caused by the instinct
for survival, etc.

Among the factors that shape social ac-
ceptance are cultural, ethnic, racist, religious,
sexual and political factors, which are close-
ly tied to the intensification of xenophobic
fears. This is particularly true for countries
that have had or are engaged in political or
military confrontations with each other. Car-
ried out from 2019 to 2024, our research on
social acceptance in Georgia highlights the
role of culture, religion and politics in the
dynamics of xenophobia and tolerance. In a
study conducted in April 2024, using a ques-
tionnaire in the form of interviews with sev-
eral representatives of travel agencies, it was

determined that:

* The attitude of locals towards for-
eigners, both tourists and temporary
residents, is determined by their na-
tionality;

* The attitude of locals towards foreign-
ers, both tourists and temporary resi-
dents, is determined by their religious
beliefs;

* The attitude of locals towards foreign-
ers, both tourists and temporary res-
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idents, is determined by their political
position, where the importance of na-
tionality also features.

In a 2019 study in Adjara, hoteliers were
characterized by selective attitudes towards
tourists based on their origin: if the tourist
was an Arab, an Iranian may refuse to serve
them; Muslim tourists wearing hijab were
also marked as less desirable, inciting a feel-
ing of danger. Such attitudes and xenophobia

undermine social acceptance.

Conclusions

Social acceptance plays an important role
in tourism relations, impacting tourism busi-
nesses, government revenues, the economic
growth of the industry, tourist satisfaction
and the reputation of tourist destinations.

The trajectory of social acceptance is
shaped by the health of its determining fac-
tors — social moods and attitudes — including
xenophobia and tolerance. These factors are
influenced by cultural awareness as well as
genetic and natural circumstances.

Overcoming xenophobic fears and bias-
es positively affects tourism relations by en-
hancing the quality of interactions, strength-
ening ties, and generating financial and social
benefits. It fosters positive attitudes towards
local populations, boosts tourist safety and
satisfaction, and improves employment indi-
cators, contributing to the multifaceted de-
velopment of the regions.

To overcome xenophobia between coun-
tries that have experienced political disagree-

ments or past conflicts, it is vital to pursue a
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policy of reconciliation, which will improve
not only relations between the countries, but
also reduce the social distance between the
populations.

Improving social acceptance requires ear-
ly-stage education to inform people about
its importance. Key points of focus should
include: What is social acceptance? What
factors influence it? How does it manifest in
society? What are the social differences, and
how do they impact the tourism industry?

Xenophobia, whether individual or col-
lective, cannot be the responsibility of just
one institution. To improve awareness of for-
eigners and tourists, the following actions are

needed:

* Government and NGO-led Cultural
and Social Programs: These initiatives
should promote intensive communi-
cation between citizens of different
countries, discussion of the problem
of xenophobia, in-depth research and
presentation of research findings to
the public. Providing and explaining
information is essential for deepening
awareness.

* Human Rights Protection Programs:
Strengthening social programs that
protect the rights of tourists and immi-
grants. These should highlight the im-
portance of human rights, provide data
on discrimination, and present statistics
on negative treatment towards these
groups.

e Safety and Security Initiatives: In or-
der to ensure the safety and security of
foreign immigrants through the work
of crime fighting agencies and the im-
migration service, state propaganda
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should be active, covered through the
mass media, in order to better inform
the population, so they better under-
stand that the rights of foreign visitors
are protected.

Pro-

* Educational and Awareness

grams: Such training programs, in
both non-governmental organizations
(whose involvement is necessary) and
in secondary and higher educational
institutions, should be accompanied
through informative meetings with stu-
dents.

¢ International Forums and Conferenc-
es: In order to improve intercultural
communications, international forums
and conferences should be organized,
aimed at improving attitudes and en-
suring a safe, welcoming environment

for immigrants.
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ABSTRACT

While migration is not a new phenomenon, it remains a key issue on the
global policy agenda due to its economic, social, and cultural implications
for both sending and receiving countries. Since 2014, the large influx of
migrants and asylum seekers from third countries into the EU has contrib-
uted to the migration crisis, which is now closely tied to the broader po-
litical crisis within the EU. However, the understanding and application of
shared values, particularly solidarity, still vary among EU Member States.

This article examines migration trends in Slovakia following its 2004 acces-
sion to the European Union, focusing on key determinants and implica-
tions for the country’s social-economic landscape. Using both qualitative
and quantitative data, the research analyzes various types of migration,
including labor migration, educational migration, and family reunification.

The research findings reveal significant inflows and outflows of migrants,
shaped by economic factors such as wage differences and job availabili-
ty, alongside social factors like educational opportunities and communi-
ty ties. While Slovakia benefits from a diverse and dynamic labor force,
challenges remain in integration and public attitudes toward migrants.
The article concludes with policy recommendations to deeper the un-
derstanding of migration in Slovakia, offering insights for policymakers in
navigating the complexities of the evolving migration landscape.
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1. Introduction

Slovakia, located in the heart of the Cen-
tral Europe, has experienced considerable
change since becoming a member of the
European Union in 2004. This enlargement
marked a crucial milestone not only for Slo-
vakia, but also for the EU, as it expanded its
borders toinclude 10 Eastern European coun-
tries that had previously been under different
political, economic, and social constraints
(Kajanek, 2022). EU membership brought
Slovakia numerous opportunities, together
with challenges, particularly regarding migra-
tion pressures. Migration plays a key role in
shaping labor markets, economic growth and
social dynamics within a country.

This research aims to provide a focused
and detailed analysis of migration dynamics
in Slovakia, in particular exploring how mi-
gration trends have evolved, what the main
factors contributing to these trends are, and
the challenges faced by migrants and Slo-
vak society as a result. The study highlights
the unique aspects of Slovakia’s experience,
including EU policies, their impact on local
migration, and the integration of diverse mi-
grant populations.

To achieve the research objectives, the
following research questions will be ad-
dressed:

* What are the primary migration trends

in Slovakia following EU Accession?

* What economic conditions have influ-

enced migration patterns?

* What challenges do migrants face dur-

ing the integration process?
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* How do societal attitudes shape gov-
ernment policies towards migration?

The research employs both qualitative
and quantitative research methods to offer a
comprehensive analysis of migration trends
in Slovakia. By examining both forms of data,
the study identifies detailed complexities of
migration patterns, their social-economic
aspects, and the underlying determinants
shaping these trends. The quantitative re-
search involves the analysis of statistical
data drawn from national and international
databases. Key indicators, such as migration
inflows and outflows, demographic chang-
es, and labor market statistics, are exam-
ined to identify patterns over the past two
decades. The qualitative methods are used
to gain deeper insights into the lived expe-
riences of migrants in Slovakia. This includes
semi-structured interviews with migrants
and representatives from NGOs involved in

integration efforts.

2. Historical Background

Under the communist regime (1948-
1989), emigration was strictly controlled, as
it was seen as a threat to state security and
ideology. Individuals wishing to leave the
country faced significant barriers, including
bureaucratic hurdles, surveillance, and se-
vere penalties for attempting to escape the
regime (Kurekova, 2016).

The communist government promoted a
stable workforce and propagated socialist in-
doctrination, which led to a controlled inter-

nal migration system. Like other communist
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countries, the population was allocated to
specific industries or regions, limiting person-
al freedom of movement (Kurekova, 2016).

Following the Velvet Revolution in 1989,
Czechoslovakia transitioned from commu-
nism to democracy, which opened the door
to new opportunities. The subsequent split
of Czechoslovakia in 1993, resulting in the
establishment of Slovakia as an independent
nation, led to significant changes not only
in migration patterns, but also for the mar-
ket economy. Slovak citizens began to look
for better opportunities abroad, particularly
in Western Europe, while the newly formed
Slovakia became an attractive destination
for nationals looking to capitalize on emerg-
ing economic opportunities (Martin&Teitel-
baum, 2005).

After
implemented several reforms, including es-
tablishing relations with the EU. The lengthy

and difficult process culminated in Slovakia

gaining independence, Slovakia

joining the European Union on May 1, 2004,
together with nine other states of Eastern
and Central Europe. EU membership grant-
ed Slovaks the freedom to live and work in
other member states, significantly increasing
emigration, as many sought higher wages
and better living conditions in wealthier EU
countries. The United Kingdom, Germany,
and Austria became prominent destinations,
where Slovaks contributed to various sectors,
such as construction, healthcare, and ser-
vices (Czaika&de Haas, 2014).

Slovakia’s EU membership also made the
country more attractive to foreign nationals,

particularly those from non-EU neighboring
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countries and beyond. This led to a diversi-
fication of Slovakia’s demographic profile, as
each new wave of migrants brought a variety
of skills, cultures, and perspectives.

Despite many opportunities, the post-
EU environment also brought challenges.
The rapid influx of migrants raised concerns
about integration, public services, and soci-
etal cohesion (Czaika&de Haas, 2014). It be-
came clear that migration was not just about
numbers, but rather that societal change it-
self demanded sensible policies and inclusive
approaches to ensure the successful integra-
tion of diverse populations into Slovak life
(Castles et al., 2014).

3. Analysis of Recent Migration Patterns

In recent years, Slovakia has experienced
remarkable changes in migration trends,
driven by both large inflows and outflows of
migrants. Some of these trends have been
influenced by local labor market demands
and opportunities, as well as by wider re-
gional trends within all aspects of European

integration.

3.1. Labor Migration

Labor migration has been a dominant fac-
tor in Slovakia’s demographic landscape. As
the Slovak economy has continued to grow,
particularly in automotive manufacturing,
technology, and services, there has been a
substantial demand for both skilled and un-
skilled labor. Many Slovaks emigrating to
western European countries like Germany,

Austria, and the United Kingdom, seek better
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wages and improved living conditions (Mar-
tinkovic&Kral, 2020). This trend has raised
concerns about the potential long-term im-
pact of a “brain drain” on the domestic labor
market (Boonstra, 2020).

At the same time, Slovakia has attracted
foreign labor, particularly from neighbor-
ing countries such as Poland, Hungary, and
Ukraine. Foreign workers often fill labor
shortages in critical sectors, contributing to
the local economy and addressing gaps in the
workforce (Tejchman&Veselsky, 2018). This
inflow is supported by the EU’s free move-
ment policies, which facilitate the entry of
workers from other member states. Howev-
er, challenges remain in terms of recognition
of foreign qualifications and efficient integra-
tion into the labor market (OECD, 2020).

3.2. Education-Related Migration

Educational migration also plays a key
role in shaping current migration patterns
in Slovakia. The country is home to several
reputable higher education institutions that
attract international students from various
regions, including Europe, Asia, and Africa.
As an EU member state, Slovakia benefits
from partnerships and exchange programs
that encourage educational exchanges with
other countries. The flow of students not
only enhances cultural diversity on univer-
sity campuses, but also encourages some
international students to remain in Slovakia
after their studies, looking for long-term em-
ployment (Boonstra, 2020). This contributes
to cultural exchange within Slovakia and
helps to address labor shortages in various
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fields. However, the transition from student
to working professional often involves chal-
lenges, among which are bureaucratic work
permit processes and managing cultural inte-
gration.

3.3. Family Reunification

Family reunification is another critical mi-
gration dynamic in Slovakia. Slovaks who mi-
grate abroad often want to take their families
with them, contributing to increased migra-
tion outflows. While family reunification in
other EU member states does not pose par-
ticular difficulties, the process has implica-
tions for social structures and family dynam-
ics within Slovakia (Butorova&Gajdos, 2016).

Similarly, migrants settling in Slovakia
also desire to bring their families, as it helps
them adapt to the new environment and
strengthen community ties. Family reunifica-
tion policies in Slovakia allow for spouses and
dependent children to join migrants, promot-
ing family unity and stability, but the process
can be bureaucratically complex, leading to
delays and uncertainty (Volkova, 2015).

3.4. Asylum Seekers

Over the years, Slovakia has received asy-
lum seekers, yet it is not typically considered
a destination country for migrants head-
ing towards Western Europe. Like other EU
member states, Slovakia has participated in
various EU initiatives related to the recep-
tion and integration of refugees, particularly
during crises such as the Syrian refugee cri-
sis (Pavliny, 2019), and the forced migration

from Ukraine.
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In 2015, Slovakia, along with the other
V4 countries, initially opposed the EU’s
mandatory relocation quotas for refugees
from Greece and ltaly, but unlike Hungary
and Poland, Slovakia did not pursue legal
action against the EU (Kajanek, 2022).

Despite this, Slovakia has implemented
measures to provide humanitarian assistance
and support for asylum seekers. Many of the
challenges asylum seekers face are specifi-
cally related to integration into Slovak soci-
ety, including limited resources for language
training, cultural orientation, and employ-
ment support. Public attitudes toward refu-
gees can also significantly impact the integra-
tion process (Grmelova& Pavalj, 2017).

In recent years, debates about the immi-
gration policy and humanitarian responsibil-
ities have become more prominent within
the EU, particularly concerning the pressure
on member states to share the responsibil-
ity of refugee resettlement (Stefanik, 2019).
These dynamics changed dramatically after
the 2022 Ukrainian refugee crisis. Slovakia,
along with other V4 countries, received a
large number of Ukrainian refugees, demon-
strating a very different response than to the
2015 migrant crisis. This highlights the sig-
nificant difference in public and political re-
sponse to refugees from Ukraine, compared

to those from other regions (Kajanek, 2022).

4, Statistical Overview of Migrant
Demographics

When comparing the demographic char-

acteristics of migrants in Slovakia, several im-

portant trends emerge based on age, gender,
and nationality:

e Age: Migrants in Slovakia span a wide
age range, with a significant propor-
tion of young adults aged 20 to 35. This
group primarily consists of students
and young professionals arriving in Slo-
vakia for education or work opportuni-
ties. Additionally, there is a remarkable
number of older migrants, especially
those joining family members or seek-
ing employment (Grmelova&Pavalj,
2017).

* Gender: The gender distribution in Slo-
vakia is relatively balanced, but varies
depending on migration type. In labor
migration, male migrants dominate,
especially in the construction and man-
ufacturing sectors. In contrast, family
reunification tends to involve more
women migrating to join their families.
The educational sector shows a more
balanced gender representation (Mar-
tinkovic&Kral, 2020).

* Nationality: The nationalities of mi-
grants in Slovakia reflect both regional
and global trends. A significant portion
of the migrant population comes from
neighboring countries, especially Po-
land, Ukraine, and Hungary, but there
has been an increasing influx of mi-
grants from Asia and Africa. According
to the Statistical Office of the Slovak Re-
public, foreign nationals make up about
4% of the total population, highlighting
the growing significance of migration
to Slovakia’s social-economic develop-
ment (Slovak Statistical Office, 2023).

As noted, Slovakia’s current migratory

flows are shaped by an intricate combination
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of labor migration, educational migration
and family reunification. These trends reflect
dramatic demographic changes. Understand-
ing these trends is essential for policymakers
when developing inclusive strategies to ad-
dress the challenges and opportunities pre-

sented by migration.

5. Determinants of Migration in Slovakia

Migration in Slovakia is a complex phe-
nomenon influenced by a variety of interrelat-
ed determinants. Understanding these factors
is important for explaining patterns of migra-
tion to and from the country, as well as for
developing effective policies to manage these
movements. The determinants can be classi-
fied as economic, social, and political factors.

Economic Factors refer to the financial
and labor market conditions that motivate
individuals to move, including wage differ-
entials, job availability, and overall economic
stability. Social Factors refers to the role of
community and family dynamics that can in-
fluence the decision to migrate, including ed-
ucational opportunities, family connections,
and cultural perceptions. Political Factors in-
clude governmental policies and geopolitical
circumstances, mostly related to immigration
laws and asylum policies. Political stability
and the perception of safety also play signifi-
cant roles in influencing an individual’s deci-

sion to migrate.

5.1. Economic Factors

The most important economic reason for

migration is the difference in wage levels be-
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tween Slovakia and western European coun-
tries (Kahanec&Kurekova, 2016). Many high-
skilled Slovaks are driven to cross the borders
for better salaries, which means higher living
standards. This has resulted in significant out-
flows of talent from areas like health care, IT
and engineering, creating fears of a potential
“brain drain”.

Job availability is another critical econom-
ic factor influencing migration patterns. Slo-
vakia is a rapidly growing economy, particu-
larly in areas like automotive manufacturing
and technology, where it faces labor shortag-
es due to the country’s ongoing economic ex-
pansion. This then creates demand for more
labor than is locally available, which in turn
presents opportunities for migrant workers,
especially those from neighboring countries.
The presence of multinational companies in
Slovakia further drives the need for a ver-
satile workforce, attracting both local and
foreign talent to meet specific skills require-
ments (Muster& Poledna, 2018).

Broader Economic factors, like economic
stability, growth forecasts, and employment
rates, can influence an individual’s decision
to migrate. Slovakia’s positive economic sit-
uation has motivated many to pursue oppor-
tunities within the country; however, region-
al disparities and slower economic recovery
in certain areas have prompted some individ-
uals to seek opportunities elsewhere (Bald-
win-Edwards&Kraler, 2015).

5.2. Social Factors

One of the main determinants increas-

ing inflows to Slovakia is opportunities for a
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European education and qualifications. This
mobility can lead to long-term migration, as
graduates from international backgrounds
might choose to remain in Slovakia after
graduating, thus contributing to the local
economy (Jankowski, 2018).

Strong community ties and family mem-
bers deeply affect migratory decisions. Slo-
vaks living abroad tend to bring along their
family members (Lindstrom&Hernandez,
2017). Similarly, individuals from foreign
countries may migrate to Slovakia to reunite
with family members already there. The
alignment of these social networks not only
provides crucial solidarity but also establish-
es potential for future integration into exist-
ing migration streams by establishing new
access points (Zalis, 2017).

How migrants are viewed both culturally
and societally is a large factor in determining
how these dynamics play out. Public percep-
tions in Slovakia can be mixed, with portions
of society resisting immigration, and others
appreciating that foreign labor is needed to
support the economy. Unlike the limitations
posed by resources, these cultural factors
an influence the decision-making process of
potential migrants as they weigh the contrast
between a different culture and their ex-
pectations of a more stable life (Muntean&-
Schulz, 2020).

5.3. Political Factors

As a member of the European Union, Slo-

vakia is bound by EU regulations regarding
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migration, including the Common European
Asylum System (CEAS), which sets out rules
and procedures concerning the processing of
applications for asylum, as well as the rights
of applicants. Slovakia has recently been in-
volved in a number of EU-wide initiatives to
harmonize and raise standards for asylum
across the bloc. Slovakia’s stance on a num-
ber of key EU directives, particularly con-
cerning compulsory relocation quotas for
asylum seekers, has sometimes posed chal-
lenges (Migrationsverket, 2017). For exam-
ple, during the 2015 migrant crisis, Slovakia
opposed EU quotas, exercising its right to
control its borders and determine who enters
the country. This position reflects political
concerns where national sovereignty is pri-
oritized over compliance with EU mandates.

Slovak legislation regarding migration
has evolved under both internal and exter-
nal pressure. The development seeks to
streamline EU policies with national regula-
tions concerning immigration, and recogniz-
es specific economic requirements in indi-
vidual European states. While intentions to
create a positive legislative framework for
migrants and asylum seekers have also been
expressed, bureaucratic obstacles do exist.
This can result in a greater processing time
for applications, and problems accessing es-
sential services for migrants and refugees
(Jankowski, 2020).

Political discourse and contentious me-
dia reporting help structure public attitudes
toward migration in general, but also in the
case of asylum seekers. In Slovakia, opinions

are often influenced by political parties with
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pro-immigration or anti-immigration attri-
butes (Cavoj, 2015). Politicians there have
used migration-related issues to drum up
public backing by representing immigration
in terms of economic need, or as a threat.
This type of framing can contribute to stig-
matization and cause communities and soci-
ety at large to be less willing to tolerate high-
er numbers of asylum seekers or migrants
(lom, 2021).

Slovakia is another example where the
presence of far-right political parties has
made it less migrant-friendly. Those parties
are typically oriented toward more stringent
immigration controls, and take a skeptical
view of EU integration, claiming it subverts
Slovak sovereignty. The government is unwill-
ing to adopt a more inclusive migration poli-
cy, which also influences wider discussions
on approaches to integration (Rincon&Pania-
gua, 2019). As a result, public discourse can
become focused on fears of cultural dilution
or economic competition, overshadowing the
contributions that migrants make to society.

The migration context of Slovakia is also
molded by regional and global geopolitical
configurations. Ongoing conflicts in neigh-
boring regions, such as the war in Ukraine,
have led to increased numbers of refugees
entering Slovakia. The Slovak government’s
response to these crises can shape both im-
mediate policy changes and long-term mi-
gration trends. In recent years, Slovakia has
taken steps to accommodate refugees and
asylum seekers from conflict zones, reflect-
ing a humanitarian commitment in times of

crisis. Yet this can be qualified by the general
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public’s perception on immigration. Asylum
seeker policies are subjected to political de-
bate, as government responses must balance
humanitarian obligations with concerns over
domestic political stability and public opin-
ion. This balancing act poses significant chal-
lenges in developing cohesive and effective
migration policies that address immediate
needs, while planning for sustainable inte-

gration (Rincon&Paniagua, 2019).

Conclusion

Based on theoretical, practical and statis-
tical data analyzed during the research study,
the migration in Slovakia is determined by
three main factors — economic, social and po-
litical. At the same time, the free movement
of individuals for labor, education, and family
reunification has significantly influenced the
demographic landscape, leading to both op-
portunities and challenges for Slovak society.

According to the findings, Slovakia ben-
efits from cheap foreign labor and a diverse
student population and, at the same time,
the country struggles with integration chal-
lenges and potential labor shortages due to
outbound migration.

For policymakers, the mentioned findings
underline the need for effective strategies, in
particular:

¢ Developing inclusive integration pol-

icies — Slovakia should develop and
implement  full-fledged integration
policies for migrants, including lan-
guage-acquisition programs or other
cultural-orientation opportunities, with
access to essential social services.
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* Access to the Labor Market — Policies
that address recognition of foreign
qualifications and skills in order for mi-
grants to be productive contributors to
the Slovak economy.

* Promotion of Targeted Recruitment
Initiatives — The Slovak government
can introduce targeted recruitment
campaigns to bring in foreign workers
for sectors where skill shortages exist
(healthcare, IT and technical fields).

e Family Reunification Policies — Simpli-
fying family reunification will not only
provide social protection and security
among migrant households, but will
also build on successful integration,
which broadens local community ties.

* Awareness Raising Campaigns — It is
important to conduct public aware-
ness campaigns that promote a more
informed understanding of migration,
which could help overcome a number
of negative perceptions and biases.
Campaigns that point to the many con-
tributions of migrants in Slovak society
and for its economy can make a real dif-
ference.

¢ Collaboration with the EU — Certain
aspects of migration can only be ad-
dressed collaboratively. This includes
utilizing EU financial resources to imple-
ment integration policies and taking a
leading role in developing comprehen-
sive, pan-continental migration strate-
gies, rather than relying on fragmented,
short-term solutions.
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