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2 Goodenough E.A., The Church in the Roman Empire, New York, 1931, 37.

3 Niebuhr R.H., The Social Sources of Denominationalism, New York, 1929.

40439, 19.

5 Troeltsch E., The Social Teachings of the Christian Churches, Vol. 2, New
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6 von Harnack A.,The Expansion of Christianity in the First Three Centuries,
Vol. 1, New Yorks, 1905, 227.

7 Ramsay W.M., The Church in the Roman Empire Before A.D. 170, New
York, 1893, 57.
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9 Engels F., On the History of Early Christianity, New York, 1964, 316—359.
10 Kautsky K., Foundations of Christianity, NewYork, 1953, 125.
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1 Judge E.A., The Social Pattern of Christian Groups in the First Century,
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2 yon Harnack A., The Expansion of Christianity in the First Three Centuries,
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Press, 1986, 26.

5 adsq, 28.
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SOCIAL STATUS OF THE FIRST CHRISTIANS
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At the beginning of the twentieth century, in academic circle of
German protestant theologian and sociologist emerged so cold
Deprivation Theory. According to this theory, the first adepts of new
religions and new religious movements are poor, marginalized people
deprived of social privileges. The theory is based on the assumption
that people are driven to religiosity essentially by material problems
and hopelessness related with it. The historical facts and the opinions
of prominent historians presented in the paper are clearly at odds with
the basic tenets of the theory.
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